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Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Study Guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to delve deeper into

Robert Louis Stevenson's classic novella. Published in 1886, "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde"

explores the duality of human nature, the struggle between good and evil, and the consequences of

unchecked ambition and scientific exploration. This study guide aims to help readers understand the

main themes, characters, and plot points of the novella, along with offering insights into its historical

context and critical analysis.

Overview of the Novella

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a gothic tale that follows the story of Dr. Henry Jekyll, a well-respected

scientist who develops a potion that allows him to transform into a monstrous alter ego, Mr. Edward

Hyde. The transformation symbolizes the conflict between Jekyll's moral self and his darker impulses.

The novella is set in Victorian London, a time characterized by strict social mores and a burgeoning

interest in the sciences.

Plot Summary

1. Introduction of Mr. Hyde: The story opens with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, who is

troubled by the strange connection between Jekyll and Hyde. The reader learns about Hyde's violent

behavior, including a brutal attack on a young girl.

2. Utterson's Investigation: Utterson becomes increasingly concerned about Jekyll's will, which states

that in the event of his disappearance, all his possessions should go to Hyde. He decides to

investigate Hyde's background.



3. Jekyll's Transformation: Through a series of flashbacks and conversations, the reader learns about

Jekyll's experiments with a potion that enables him to separate his good side from his darker instincts,

leading to the emergence of Hyde.

4. The Consequences: As Hyde begins to take over more of Jekyll's life, Jekyll struggles to maintain

control. The transformations become more frequent, and Hyde's actions escalate in violence.

5. The Climactic End: The novella culminates in a tragic conclusion where Jekyll, unable to control his

transformations, ultimately succumbs to the darker side of his nature, leading to a catastrophic end.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is vital for grasping the themes of the

novella.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

- Background: A reputable scientist and physician, Jekyll is well-respected in society. He is portrayed

as a man of integrity and intelligence.

- Conflict: Jekyll represents the struggle between societal expectations and personal desires. His

experiments reflect his desire to explore the duality of human nature.

- Transformation: Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde showcases his internal conflict and the

consequences of his ambition.

Mr. Edward Hyde

- Nature: Hyde is the physical manifestation of Jekyll's repressed evil. He is described as monstrous



and deformed, representing the darker sides of humanity.

- Behavior: Hyde engages in immoral acts without remorse, highlighting the theme of the loss of

control over one's darker impulses.

- Symbolism: Hyde symbolizes the hidden, primal instincts that exist within everyone, challenging the

notion of a strictly moral society.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

- Role: Utterson serves as the novella's moral compass. As Jekyll’s lawyer and friend, he is concerned

about Jekyll's well-being and seeks to uncover the truth about Hyde.

- Character Traits: He is rational, level-headed, and embodies the Victorian values of respectability and

restraint.

Others Characters

- Dr. Hastie Lanyon: A former friend of Jekyll who represents the traditional scientific views. His

rejection of Jekyll's experiments highlights the conflict between science and morality.

- Miss Poole: Jekyll’s housekeeper who provides insight into the dual life Jekyll leads and the effects

of Hyde's presence on Jekyll's life.

Themes

Several prominent themes run throughout "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," contributing to its status as a

classic work of literature.



The Duality of Human Nature

- Concept: The central theme of the novella revolves around the duality of human nature—the

coexistence of both good and evil within individuals.

- Representation: Through Jekyll and Hyde, Stevenson illustrates how societal pressures can repress

one's darker instincts, leading to destructive consequences when those instincts are unleashed.

Science and Ethics

- Exploration of Science: The novella raises questions about the ethical implications of scientific

exploration. Jekyll's experiments symbolize the potential dangers of unchecked ambition in the name of

science.

- Consequences: Jekyll's failure to consider the moral implications of his work leads to tragic

outcomes, serving as a cautionary tale about the pursuit of knowledge without responsibility.

Reputation and Respectability

- Victorian Society: The novella reflects the strict moral codes of Victorian society, where reputation

and respectability are paramount.

- Jekyll's Struggle: Jekyll's desire to maintain his social standing while indulging in his darker side

underscores the tension between societal expectations and personal desires.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" enriches the reading experience.



The Victorian Era

- Morality: The Victorian era was characterized by a strict moral code and an emphasis on propriety.

The novella critiques this facade of respectability while exploring the hidden vices of society.

- Scientific Advancements: The late 19th century saw significant scientific discoveries, including

developments in psychology and biology. These advancements prompted questions about identity,

morality, and human nature.

Influence of Gothic Literature

- Gothic Elements: The novella incorporates gothic elements such as mystery, horror, and the

supernatural. These elements enhance the psychological depth of the story.

- Legacy: "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" has influenced countless works in literature, film, and popular

culture, cementing its status as a seminal piece of gothic fiction.

Critical Reception and Analysis

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" has been the subject of extensive literary analysis, exploring its themes,

characters, and narrative structure.

Literary Criticism

- Psychoanalytic Interpretations: Critics have analyzed the novella through a psychoanalytic lens,

viewing Jekyll and Hyde as representations of the conscious and unconscious mind.

- Moral Lessons: The novella serves as a moral tale, warning against the dangers of indulgence and

the necessity of self-control.



Adaptations

- Film and Theater: The story has been adapted into numerous films, plays, and television series, each

interpreting the themes and characters in various ways.

- Cultural Impact: The character of Mr. Hyde has become synonymous with the idea of a hidden evil,

influencing popular culture and discussions of morality.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Study Guide provides a comprehensive overview of one of

literature's most intriguing works. Through its exploration of the duality of human nature, the ethical

dilemmas of scientific inquiry, and the constraints of Victorian society, Stevenson’s novella continues to

resonate with readers today. By examining the characters, themes, and historical context, readers can

gain a deeper understanding of the text and its enduring significance in the literary canon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The main theme is the duality of human nature, exploring the struggle between good and evil within

individuals.

Who is the author of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The novella was written by Robert Louis Stevenson and published in 1886.

What scientific experiment does Dr. Jekyll conduct?

Dr. Jekyll creates a potion that transforms him into Mr. Hyde, allowing him to explore his darker



impulses.

How does Mr. Hyde's character contrast with Dr. Jekyll's?

Mr. Hyde embodies the repressed evil and primal instincts of Dr. Jekyll, showcasing a stark contrast

between civility and savagery.

What role does Mr. Utterson play in the story?

Mr. Utterson is Dr. Jekyll's lawyer and friend who investigates the strange occurrences surrounding

Jekyll and Hyde.

How does the setting of Victorian London influence the story?

Victorian London provides a backdrop of strict moral codes and social expectations, highlighting the

conflict between Jekyll's respectable life and Hyde's depravity.

What is the significance of the title 'The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll

and Mr. Hyde'?

The title emphasizes the unusual nature of Jekyll's transformation and the conflicting identities within

him, raising questions about identity and morality.

How does the story address the concept of repressed desires?

The story illustrates how repressed desires can manifest in destructive ways, as Jekyll's suppressed

instincts are unleashed through Hyde.
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