
dr jekyll and mr hyde plot summary
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a compelling novella written by Scottish author
Robert Louis Stevenson, first published in 1886. This classic tale of duality
explores the complex relationship between good and evil within the human
psyche. Set in Victorian London, the story follows the life of Dr. Henry
Jekyll, a respected scientist, and his dark alter ego, Mr. Edward Hyde. The
novella delves into themes of identity, morality, and the struggle between
societal expectations and personal desires.

Overview of the Plot

The plot of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is woven through a series of
interconnected events that gradually reveal the chilling transformation of
Dr. Jekyll into Mr. Hyde. The story unfolds through the eyes of Mr. Gabriel
John Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, who becomes increasingly
troubled by the mysterious connection between Jekyll and Hyde.

Exposition

The novella opens with Utterson and his distant relative, Mr. Richard
Enfield, as they take a walk through London. During their stroll, Enfield
recounts a disturbing tale about a man named Hyde, who trampled a young girl
in the street. Enfield describes how Hyde paid off the girl’s family with a
check signed by Dr. Jekyll, raising Utterson’s suspicions about the
connection between the two men.

Key points in this section include:

1. Introduction of Characters:
- Mr. Gabriel John Utterson: The protagonist and a lawyer.
- Mr. Richard Enfield: Utterson’s distant cousin and friend.
- Mr. Edward Hyde: The sinister figure associated with Dr. Jekyll.

2. Setting: The dark, foggy streets of Victorian London contribute to the
eerie atmosphere of the story.

3. Initial Conflict: Utterson's concern grows as he learns more about Hyde
and his troubling relationship with Jekyll.

Rising Action

As the story progresses, Utterson becomes increasingly obsessed with
uncovering the truth about Hyde. He discovers that Dr. Jekyll has made a will



leaving all his possessions to Hyde in the event of his death or
disappearance. Utterson confronts Jekyll, who brushes off his concerns,
insisting that Hyde is a good friend. However, the lawyer remains unconvinced
and continues to investigate.

Key developments during this phase include:

- Utterson’s Investigation: He visits the laboratory associated with Jekyll
and learns more about Hyde’s malevolent behavior, including the brutal murder
of Sir Danvers Carew, a prominent member of society.
- Jekyll’s Transformation: Utterson discovers that Jekyll has been conducting
experiments to separate the good and evil aspects of his personality, leading
to the creation of Hyde.
- Foreshadowing: There are hints that Jekyll’s experiments have dire
consequences, particularly as Hyde’s influence grows stronger.

Climax

The climax of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde occurs when Utterson confronts Jekyll
about his relationship with Hyde and the alarming changes in his behavior.
Jekyll succumbs to the duality of his nature and reveals the truth: he has
been using a potion to transform into Hyde, allowing him to act out his
darker impulses without the repercussions that come with his respectable
persona.

Key moments in the climax include:

1. The Confession: Jekyll admits to Utterson that he has been experimenting
with the duality of man, creating Hyde as a way to explore his repressed
desires.
2. Loss of Control: Jekyll realizes that he is losing control over the
transformations, with Hyde becoming more dominant and aggressive.

Falling Action

Following the dramatic revelation, Jekyll’s dual life becomes increasingly
unstable. He isolates himself from friends and family, terrified of the
consequences of his transformations. After a particularly violent episode,
Hyde commits suicide, leaving Jekyll to grapple with the aftermath of his
actions.

Key events in this section include:

- Isolation: Jekyll becomes a recluse, fearing the emergence of Hyde.
- Hyde’s Death: The moment when Hyde takes his own life triggers a final
transformation back into Jekyll, but it comes at a terrible cost.



Resolution

The novella concludes with Utterson discovering Jekyll’s confession letter,
which explains the entirety of his struggles with his dual identity. Jekyll
expresses both his horror and fascination with Hyde, ultimately leading to a
tragic end where he cannot escape the consequences of his scientific
meddling.

Key points in the resolution:

1. The Confession Letter: The letter serves as a profound insight into
Jekyll’s mind and the nature of his experiments.
2. Final Transformation: Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde and subsequent
death symbolize the ultimate failure to reconcile the dual aspects of his
personality.
3. Moral Lessons: The story concludes with a cautionary tale about the
dangers of unchecked scientific exploration and the complexities of human
nature.

Thematic Exploration

The themes of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde are deeply interwoven with the plot,
enriching the narrative with philosophical and moral questions.

Good vs. Evil

One of the central themes in the novella is the struggle between good and
evil. Jekyll embodies the conflict within humanity, as he attempts to
separate his virtuous side from his darker impulses. The existence of Hyde
serves as a manifestation of Jekyll's suppressed desires, illustrating the
idea that every individual harbors both good and evil within them.

Identity and Duality

The concept of duality is critical to understanding the characters of Jekyll
and Hyde. Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde raises questions about identity
and the nature of self. It challenges the notion of a singular identity,
suggesting that individuals often wear masks to fit societal expectations.

Science and Ethics

Stevenson explores the ethical implications of scientific experimentation



through Jekyll’s character. The novella serves as a warning against the
dangers of unchecked ambition and the consequences of playing God. Jekyll’s
desire to transcend human limitations ultimately leads to his downfall,
highlighting the necessity of moral responsibility in scientific pursuits.

Repression and Society

Victorian society is characterized by strict moral codes, and Jekyll’s
transformation into Hyde embodies the repressed desires that lurk beneath the
surface. The novella critiques the hypocrisy of societal expectations,
revealing how repression can lead to destructive behavior when individuals
are unable to reconcile their inner conflicts.

Conclusion

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde remains a timeless exploration of the complexities of
human nature, morality, and the eternal struggle between good and evil.
Through the tragic tale of Dr. Jekyll and his malevolent counterpart, Mr.
Hyde, Stevenson invites readers to reflect on their own dualities and the
societal pressures that shape their identities. The novella serves as a
powerful reminder of the dangers of repression and the intricate balance
between the light and dark within us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?
The story revolves around Dr. Henry Jekyll, a respected scientist who creates
a potion that transforms him into the violent and immoral Mr. Edward Hyde,
exploring the duality of human nature.

Who is the narrator of the story in 'Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde'?
The story is primarily narrated by Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a lawyer and
friend of Dr. Jekyll, who investigates the strange occurrences surrounding
Hyde.

What triggers Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Mr.



Hyde?
Dr. Jekyll transforms into Mr. Hyde through a potion he concocts, which
allows him to separate his good side from his darker impulses.

How does Mr. Hyde's character contrast with Dr.
Jekyll?
Mr. Hyde embodies the repressed and immoral aspects of Jekyll's personality,
representing the darker side of human nature that Jekyll struggles to
control.

What role does Mr. Utterson play in the plot?
Mr. Utterson serves as the investigator of the mystery, piecing together the
connection between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde while trying to protect his
friend.

What is the climax of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The climax occurs when Dr. Jekyll loses control over his transformations,
ultimately leading to a tragic confrontation between his two identities.

How does the story conclude?
The story concludes with Dr. Jekyll permanently transforming into Mr. Hyde,
leading to his demise, which serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
unrestrained scientific experimentation and the duality of human nature.

What themes are explored in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?
The novella explores themes of duality, the nature of evil, the conflict
between science and morality, and the struggle for identity.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The setting of Victorian London reflects the societal norms and moral
constraints of the time, contrasting the respectable life of Dr. Jekyll with
the dark, chaotic world of Mr. Hyde.
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