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Introduction

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," written by Robert Louis Stevenson and published in 1886, is a novella that
explores the duality of human nature. The narrative revolves around the complex relationship
between the respectable Dr. Henry Jekyll and his sinister counterpart, Mr. Edward Hyde. This cliff
notes guide delves into the key themes, characters, and plot points, providing a comprehensive
understanding of this classic literary work.

Plot Summary

The story unfolds in Victorian London, where the respectable Dr. Jekyll leads a life marked by scientific
experimentation and social standing. However, his fascination with the darker aspects of humanity
leads him to create a potion that transforms him into the malevolent Mr. Hyde. The plot is intricately
woven through the perspectives of various characters, primarily Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, Jekyll's
lawyer and friend.

Key Events

1. Introduction of Mr. Hyde: The novella begins with Mr. Utterson and his friend Mr. Enfield discussing
a mysterious figure, Mr. Hyde, who has recently come to light due to an incident involving a young
girl.
2. Utterson's Investigation: Concerned about the connection between Jekyll and Hyde, Utterson
investigates Hyde’s background and his strange behavior.
3. The Will: Utterson discovers that Jekyll’s will states that in the event of his disappearance, all his
possessions should go to Hyde, raising alarms about Jekyll's association with this ominous character.
4. The Transformation: Jekyll eventually reveals to Utterson that he has been experimenting with a
potion that allows him to transform into Hyde, giving him the freedom to indulge in his darker
impulses without societal judgment.
5. Hyde’s Crimes: As Hyde's actions grow increasingly violent, including the murder of Sir Danvers
Carew, Utterson becomes more desperate to save Jekyll from his darker self.
6. The Final Conflict: The story culminates in a struggle between Jekyll and Hyde, ultimately leading to
Hyde's demise and Jekyll’s tragic end as he succumbs to his dual nature.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" are intricately developed, each representing different
facets of humanity and moral conflict.



Dr. Henry Jekyll

- Nature: A well-respected scientist and doctor, Jekyll is intelligent, charismatic, and deeply troubled
by the moral constraints of society.
- Conflict: Jekyll embodies the struggle between societal expectations and personal desire. His
experiments are driven by the need to separate his dual identities, ultimately leading to his tragic
downfall.

Mr. Edward Hyde

- Nature: Hyde is the physical embodiment of Jekyll’s darker impulses. He is violent, cruel, and revels
in the freedom that comes with the absence of moral restraint.
- Symbolism: Hyde represents the id, the primal part of the human psyche that exists outside of
societal norms. His actions serve as a critique of the Victorian moral code.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

- Nature: As Jekyll’s lawyer and friend, Utterson is rational, concerned about Jekyll’s wellbeing, and
represents the voice of reason throughout the novella.
- Role: Utterson’s investigation into Hyde’s connection to Jekyll allows readers to uncover the
mysteries of the plot, serving as a mediator between the two characters.

Other Characters

- Mr. Enfield: A distant cousin of Utterson who introduces Hyde’s character and the initial conflict.
- Dr. Hastie Lanyon: A former friend of Jekyll, Lanyon represents the scientific community's skepticism
of Jekyll’s experiments and ultimately rejects his views.

Themes

Stevenson's novella delves into several poignant themes that resonate with readers across
generations.

Duality of Human Nature

- The primary theme of the novella is the inherent duality within humans—the battle between good
and evil. Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde embodies this struggle, illustrating how societal pressures
can lead to the repression of one’s darker urges.



Repression and Freedom

- Jekyll’s experiments reveal the consequences of repression. His potion represents a desire to escape
societal constraints, but this freedom comes at a devastating cost. Hyde's actions showcase the
dangers of unchecked impulses.

Identity and Isolation

- The novella explores the complexities of identity. Jekyll’s struggle with his dual existence leads to
profound isolation, as he is unable to reconcile the two parts of himself. The fear of societal judgment
drives him further into isolation.

Victorian Morality

- Stevenson critiques Victorian society’s strict moral codes. The novella highlights the hypocrisy of a
society that demands respectability while ignoring the darker facets of human nature.

Symbols

Stevenson employs various symbols throughout the novella to enhance its themes and character
development.

The Door

- The door to Jekyll's laboratory symbolizes the boundary between the civilized self and the primal
self. It serves as a literal and metaphorical barrier, separating Jekyll’s respectable life from the chaos
of Hyde’s existence.

The Potion

- The transformative potion represents the duality of human nature and the potential for evil within
every person. It acts as a catalyst for Jekyll’s transformation, highlighting the dangers of tampering
with one’s identity.

Setting

- Victorian London serves as a backdrop that reflects the themes of repression and duality. The dark,
foggy streets mirror the moral ambiguity faced by the characters and the societal pressures they
endure.



Conclusion

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" remains a significant work in literature due to its exploration of the
complexities of human nature and the moral dilemmas faced by individuals. Through the lens of
horror and mystery, Stevenson delves into the darker aspects of humanity, prompting readers to
reflect on their own dualities. The novella's enduring relevance speaks to the timeless struggle
between societal expectations and personal desires, making it a compelling study for readers and
scholars alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The main theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict
between the civilized self and the primal instincts.

Who is the author of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The author of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is Robert Louis Stevenson.

How does Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Mr. Hyde occur?
Dr. Jekyll transforms into Mr. Hyde by ingesting a special potion that separates his good and evil
sides.

What role does Mr. Utterson play in the story?
Mr. Utterson is Dr. Jekyll's lawyer and a key character who investigates the strange occurrences
related to Jekyll and Hyde.

What does Mr. Hyde represent in the novel?
Mr. Hyde represents the darker, unrestrained side of human nature and the consequences of
suppressing one's true self.

What is the significance of the door in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?
The door symbolizes the boundary between the civilized world and the hidden, darker aspects of
humanity, as well as the entrance to Hyde's world.

How does the setting contribute to the story's mood?
The gloomy and foggy setting of Victorian London enhances the story's mood of mystery, danger, and
the struggle between good and evil.



What ultimately happens to Dr. Jekyll by the end of the novel?
By the end of the novel, Dr. Jekyll becomes permanently trapped in the form of Mr. Hyde, leading to
his demise.
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