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Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a novella written by Robert Louis Stevenson, published in 1886. It
explores the duality of human nature through the experiences of Dr. Henry Jekyll, a respected
scientist, and his sinister alter ego, Mr. Edward Hyde. This literary work delves into the struggle
between good and evil, raising profound questions about identity, morality, and the complexities of
human psychology.

Overview of the Novella

The story is set in Victorian London, a period marked by strict societal norms and an emphasis on
respectability. Stevenson’s novella is structured as a mystery, with the narrative unfolding through
the perspectives of different characters, primarily Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a lawyer and close friend
of Dr. Jekyll.

Plot Summary

The plot begins with Utterson’s concern over the will of his friend Dr. Jekyll, which inexplicably
bequeaths everything to Mr. Hyde in the event of Jekyll's disappearance. As Utterson investigates
Hyde, he learns of Hyde's violent and malevolent nature, including his connection to the brutal
murder of Sir Danvers Carew.

1. Utterson's Investigation: Utterson's quest to uncover the truth about Hyde leads him to confront
various characters, including Jekyll's housekeeper and a doctor who has treated Hyde's injuries.

2. Hyde's Influence: The influence of Hyde over Jekyll becomes increasingly evident, with Jekyll
struggling to maintain control over his darker side.

3. The Transformation: The climax reveals the horrific nature of Jekyll's experiments as he discovers a
potion that allows him to transform into Hyde, allowing him to indulge in his basest desires without
guilt.

The narrative culminates in a tragic conclusion, where Jekyll loses control over his transformation,
leading to his ultimate demise.

Thematic Exploration

Stevenson’s novella is rich with themes that provoke thought about human nature and morality. The
duality of man is the central theme, illustrated vividly through the characters of Jekyll and Hyde.



Duality of Human Nature

The concept of duality is significant in understanding the conflict between Jekyll and Hyde:

- Good vs. Evil: Jekyll represents the socially acceptable and moral side of humanity, while Hyde
embodies the primal instincts and immoral behaviors that society represses.

- The Inner Conflict: Jekyll's struggle to reconcile these two sides reflects the larger human
experience, where individuals grapple with their inner demons.

Repression and the Victorian Society

Victorian society placed a high premium on respectability and moral conduct. Jekyll’s transformation
into Hyde can be seen as a response to the restrictions imposed by society, allowing him to express
his repressed desires.

- The Consequences of Repression: The novella suggests that failing to acknowledge and integrate the
darker aspects of one's personality can lead to destructive consequences.

- Social Commentary: Stevenson critiques the hypocrisy of Victorian society, where outward
appearances often mask hidden vices.

Identity and the Self

The exploration of identity is another prominent theme in the novella. Jekyll's experiments raise
questions about the nature of the self and the extent to which one can separate different aspects of
their identity.

- Fragmentation of Self: Jekyll's transformation into Hyde illustrates the fragmentation of identity and
the peril of pursuing a dual life.

- The Unmasking of True Nature: The novella poses the question of whether the true self is the one we
present to the world or the one that lurks beneath, waiting for the opportunity to emerge.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" serve as embodiments of the novella's central themes,
each contributing to the narrative's exploration of human nature.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Jekyll is a complex character whose internal conflict drives the plot. He is:

- Intelligent and Respected: A well-regarded scientist and doctor, he is initially seen as a figure of
morality.



- Haunted by His Desires: His fascination with the darker aspects of human nature leads him to
experiment with his identity, ultimately resulting in tragedy.

Mr. Edward Hyde

Hyde represents the unrestrained side of Jekyll's personality:

- Violent and Malevolent: Hyde’s character is marked by cruelty and a lack of moral consideration,
embodying the darker impulses that Jekyll wishes to suppress.

- The Consequence of Repression: Hyde’s emergence illustrates the dangers of denying one's true
self, as he becomes increasingly dominant over Jekyll.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson serves as the moral compass of the story:

- The Rational Observer: As a lawyer and friend to Jekyll, he represents reason and social order,
contrasting with the chaos introduced by Hyde.

- The Reluctant Detective: Utterson’s investigation into Hyde and Jekyll’s relationship reveals the
dangers of ignorance and the importance of understanding the complexities of human nature.

Literary Significance

“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" has left an indelible mark on literature and popular culture, inspiring
countless adaptations and interpretations. Its exploration of the human psyche resonates with readers
and scholars alike, making it a timeless piece.

Influence on Literature and Culture

The novella has influenced various genres, including:

- Gothic Fiction: Its dark themes and psychological depth align with the conventions of gothic
literature.

- Science Fiction: Jekyll's experiments can be viewed as an early exploration of the consequences of
scientific endeavor and the ethical implications of tampering with human nature.

Modern Interpretations

The themes of duality and identity continue to be relevant in contemporary discussions of psychology
and morality. The character of Jekyll and Hyde has become synonymous with the battle between good
and evil within oneself, influencing modern narratives in film, literature, and psychology.



Conclusion

Robert Louis Stevenson’s "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" remains a profound exploration of the complexities
of human nature, morality, and identity. Through its rich thematic content and compelling
characterizations, the novella invites readers to reflect on the dualities within themselves and the
societal pressures that shape behavior. As we grapple with our own inner conflicts, Stevenson's work
serves as a powerful reminder of the eternal struggle between the light and dark aspects of humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The primary theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is the duality of human nature, exploring the struggle
between good and evil within a single individual.

How does Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Mr. Hyde occur?

Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Mr. Hyde occurs through a scientific potion that he concocts, allowing
him to separate his darker impulses from his socially respectable self.

Who is the narrator of the story?

The story is primarily narrated by Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, who investigates the
mysterious connection between Jekyll and Hyde.

What role does the setting play in the novel?

The setting, Victorian London, reflects the strict social norms and moral values of the time,
contrasting with the dark and chaotic nature of Mr. Hyde.

What does Mr. Hyde represent in the novel?

Mr. Hyde represents the repressed, primal instincts and darker side of human nature that society
often condemns and seeks to suppress.

How does the relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
evolve throughout the story?

The relationship evolves from initial control, where Jekyll believes he can manage Hyde, to a complete
loss of control as Hyde becomes increasingly dominant and dangerous.

What is the significance of the will in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The will is significant as it reveals Jekyll's deep ties to Hyde, stating that in the event of his
disappearance or death, all his possessions should go to Hyde, highlighting Jekyll's internal conflict.



How does the novel reflect the scientific anxieties of the
Victorian era?

The novel reflects Victorian anxieties about the limits of scientific exploration and the potential
consequences of tampering with human nature, as Jekyll's experiments lead to devastating results.

What is the ultimate fate of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde?

The ultimate fate is tragic; Dr. Jekyll becomes permanently trapped in the persona of Mr. Hyde,
leading to his demise as he is unable to reconcile his two identities.
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