
double entry journal the giver
Double entry journal The Giver is a powerful tool for readers engaging with Lois Lowry's
renowned novel. The concept of a double entry journal involves dividing a page into two
columns, allowing readers to note significant quotes or passages on one side and their
reflections, thoughts, or analyses on the other. This method not only enhances
comprehension but also deepens the emotional and thematic understanding of the text. In
this article, we will explore the double entry journal technique, its benefits, and how it can
be effectively applied to "The Giver."

Understanding the Double Entry Journal

A double entry journal serves as both a reading and writing strategy that encourages active
engagement with a text. It is particularly useful for novels like "The Giver," which are rich in
themes, character development, and moral questions.

Structure of a Double Entry Journal

The basic structure of a double entry journal includes:

1. Two Columns:
- The left column is used for direct quotes or passages from the text.
- The right column is reserved for the reader's personal reflections, interpretations, or
questions related to those quotes.

2. Page Layout:
- Each entry should be well-organized, with clear headings or dates to track progress
through the novel.

3. Color Coding (Optional):
- Some readers find it helpful to color-code their entries based on themes (e.g., love,
memory, freedom) for easy reference.

Benefits of Using a Double Entry Journal

Utilizing a double entry journal while reading "The Giver" offers several advantages:

Deepens Comprehension: By reflecting on significant passages, readers gain a
deeper understanding of the text's meaning and context.

Enhances Critical Thinking: Readers are encouraged to analyze and question the
text, fostering a more critical approach to literature.



Encourages Personal Connection: The reflective nature of the journal allows
readers to connect personally with the themes and characters.

Improves Retention: Writing down thoughts and reflections helps reinforce memory
and recall of important concepts.

Applying the Double Entry Journal to "The Giver"

"The Giver" is a dystopian novel that raises profound questions about individuality,
freedom, and the essence of humanity. Below are examples of how to effectively use a
double entry journal while reading this text.

Example Entries

1. Passage: "The worst part of holding the memories is not the pain. It’s the loneliness of it.
Memories need to be shared."
- Reflection: This quote highlights the importance of community and shared experiences. In
the society depicted in the novel, the absence of emotional connections leads to a lack of
true understanding among individuals. It makes me reflect on my own relationships and the
value of sharing experiences with others.

2. Passage: "We gained control of many things. But we had to let go of others."
- Reflection: This statement points to the trade-offs that come with societal control. It raises
questions about what we are willing to sacrifice for safety and order. It reminds me of
current debates about freedom versus security in our own world.

3. Passage: "Jonas, you can't ask for a choice."
- Reflection: This moment emphasizes the theme of choice and free will. The lack of choice
in Jonas's world strips away individuality and personal growth. It makes me think about how
choices shape our identities and the importance of having the freedom to make them.

Thematic Exploration Through a Double Entry
Journal

"The Giver" is rich in themes that can be explored through a double entry journal. Here are
some major themes to consider:

1. Memory and the Past

- Passage: "The memories are what make us human."



- Reflection: This quote underscores the significance of memory in shaping our identities.
Without memories, the characters in the novel lack a sense of self. This makes me
appreciate my own memories, both joyful and painful, as crucial elements of my existence.

2. Choice and Free Will

- Passage: "It is the choosing that is important."
- Reflection: This highlights the importance of choice in defining our humanity. The society
in "The Giver" eliminates choice to maintain order, but it also eradicates individuality. It
leads me to ponder how much freedom I truly have in my own life and the implications of
my choices.

3. The Importance of Emotions

- Passage: "To be wise is to be able to see the beauty in both joy and sorrow."
- Reflection: This quote speaks to the complex nature of emotions. The characters in "The
Giver" experience a muted existence devoid of true feelings. This makes me consider how
emotions, both positive and negative, enrich our lives and foster growth.

Tips for Effective Double Entry Journaling

To maximize the benefits of a double entry journal while reading "The Giver," consider the
following tips:

Be Selective with Quotes: Choose passages that resonate with you or provoke1.
thought. Not every line will warrant reflection.

Make Connections: Relate quotes to your own life experiences or current events to2.
deepen understanding.

Ask Questions: Use the right column to pose questions about the text. This can3.
guide further research or discussion.

Review Regularly: Periodically revisit your entries to reflect on how your4.
understanding of the text may have evolved.

Conclusion

The double entry journal technique is an invaluable resource for readers of "The Giver." By
facilitating deeper engagement with the text, it allows readers to explore complex themes,



enhance critical thinking, and foster a personal connection to the narrative. As you embark
on your journey through Lois Lowry's thought-provoking world, consider utilizing a double
entry journal to enrich your reading experience and gain a more profound understanding of
the human condition as presented in this remarkable novel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a double entry journal and how is it used in
relation to 'The Giver'?
A double entry journal is a tool where readers record quotes or passages from a text on one
side and their reflections, thoughts, or responses on the other side. In relation to 'The
Giver', it helps deepen understanding of the novel's themes and characters by encouraging
personal engagement with the text.

How can a double entry journal enhance understanding
of Jonas's character in 'The Giver'?
By using a double entry journal, readers can track Jonas's development throughout the
story. They can note significant quotes that illustrate his evolving feelings about emotion,
choice, and community, allowing for a more nuanced understanding of his character arc.

What themes in 'The Giver' can be explored through a
double entry journal?
Themes such as conformity vs. individuality, the importance of memory, and the
complexities of emotions can be explored. Readers can record passages that highlight
these themes and reflect on how they resonate with their own experiences or societal
issues.

Can you give an example of a quote from 'The Giver'
suitable for a double entry journal?
An example quote is, 'The worst part of holding the memories is not the pain. It's the
loneliness of it. Memories need to be shared.' Readers can reflect on the significance of
sharing experiences and the impact of isolation, connecting it to their own lives.

How can a double entry journal help in discussing the
concept of choice in 'The Giver'?
By recording quotes that deal with the lack of choice in the community and reflecting on
the implications of this lack, readers can engage in discussions about free will, societal
control, and the value of personal choice in their own lives.



What is the benefit of using a double entry journal for
group discussions about 'The Giver'?
A double entry journal allows participants to prepare personalized insights and analyses
that can enrich group discussions. Everyone can bring different perspectives based on their
reflections, leading to a more dynamic and comprehensive conversation about the novel.

How might a double entry journal facilitate critical
thinking when reading 'The Giver'?
By encouraging readers to actively engage with the text and question its elements, a
double entry journal fosters critical thinking. Readers must analyze why certain quotes
resonate with them and consider the broader implications of the narrative.

What role does memory play in 'The Giver' that can be
explored through a double entry journal?
Memory is central to the plot, as it distinguishes the past from the present and highlights
the importance of experiences. Readers can record relevant passages and reflect on how
the suppression of memory affects the characters and society, prompting discussions about
the value of remembering.
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