dorman 8 pin rocker switch wiring diagram

Dorman 8 Pin Rocker Switch Wiring Diagram is an essential guide for anyone looking to install
or replace a rocker switch in their vehicle or electrical system. Understanding the wiring diagram
can significantly simplify the process, ensuring that the installation is both efficient and safe. This
article will delve into the details of the Dorman 8 pin rocker switch, including its applications,
benefits, and a comprehensive wiring diagram to help you get started.

Understanding the Dorman 8 Pin Rocker Switch

The Dorman 8 pin rocker switch is a versatile and commonly used switch in various automotive and

industrial applications. It allows for multiple functions, making it ideal for controlling lights, fans, or
other electrical devices. The switch is designed to handle moderate to high electrical loads, making

it suitable for diverse environments.

Key Features of the Dorman 8 Pin Rocker Switch

1. Durability: Made from high-quality materials, the Dorman rocker switch is built to withstand wear
and tear, ensuring longevity.

2. Versatility: With its 8-pin configuration, this switch can be used for multiple functions, including
on/off control and momentary applications.

3. Easy Installation: The wiring diagram simplifies the installation process, making it accessible even
for those with minimal electrical experience.

4. Compact Design: Its small footprint allows for installation in tight spaces without compromising
functionality.

Common Applications

The Dorman 8 pin rocker switch is widely used in various situations, such as:

- Automotive Lighting: Controlling headlights, fog lights, and interior lighting.

- Accessory Control: Operating fans, pumps, and other electrical accessories.

- Industrial Equipment: Used in machinery to control different functions.

- Marine Applications: Commonly found in boats for controlling lights, bilge pumps, and other
systems.

Wiring Diagram Overview

Understanding the wiring diagram is crucial for proper installation. The diagram serves as a
roadmap, showing how to connect the switch to the power source and the load it controls. Below is a
simplified explanation of the connections typically found in a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch wiring



diagram.

Pin Configuration

The Dorman 8 pin rocker switch generally has the following pin configuration:

- Pins 1 and 2: Power in (12V)

- Pins 3 and 4: Power out to the load

- Pins 5 and 6: Ground connections

- Pins 7 and 8: Auxiliary connections (for momentary switches or additional functions)

Wiring the Dorman 8 Pin Rocker Switch

To ensure a successful installation, follow these steps for wiring the Dorman 8 pin rocker switch:

Materials Needed

- Dorman 8 pin rocker switch

- Electrical wire (appropriate gauge)
- Wire connectors

- Electrical tape

- Multimeter (for testing)

- Screwdriver and other basic tools

Step-by-Step Wiring Instructions

1. Disconnect the Battery: Safety first! Always disconnect the battery before starting any electrical
work.

2. Identify the Pins: Refer to the wiring diagram or the back of the switch to identify the function of
each pin.

3. Connect Power Wires:
- Connect the positive wire (power in) to Pins 1 and 2.

- Use a suitable gauge wire that can handle the load.

4. Connect Load Wires:
- Connect the output wire from Pins 3 and 4 to the device you wish to control (e.g., lights or fan).

5. Ground Connections:
- Connect Pins 5 and 6 to a suitable ground point on the vehicle or equipment.

6. Auxiliary Connections (if applicable):



- Connect Pins 7 and 8 to any additional devices or functions if required.

7. Secure Connections: Use wire connectors and electrical tape to secure all connections and
prevent any shorts.

8. Reconnect the Battery: Once everything is connected, reconnect the battery.

9. Test the Switch: Using a multimeter, test the switch to ensure it operates correctly and the
connections are secure.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Despite careful installation, issues can arise. Here are some common problems and possible
solutions:

Switch Not Working

- Check Connections: Ensure all wires are securely connected and there are no loose connections.
- Test Power Supply: Use a multimeter to ensure the switch is receiving power.

Intermittent Operation

- Inspect Wires: Look for frayed or damaged wires that could cause intermittent issues.
- Check for Short Circuits: Ensure that wires are not touching each other or any metal surfaces.

Overheating Switch

- Verify Load Requirements: Ensure the load connected to the switch does not exceed the switch’s
rated capacity.
- Replace if Necessary: If the switch shows signs of damage, replace it immediately.

Conclusion

The Dorman 8 pin rocker switch wiring diagram is an indispensable resource for anyone looking
to install or replace a rocker switch in their vehicle or electrical system. With its robust features,
versatility, and ease of installation, the Dorman rocker switch is a reliable choice for controlling
various devices. By following the wiring instructions and troubleshooting tips provided, you can
ensure a successful installation and operation. Whether you are an automotive enthusiast or a DIY
electrical hobbyist, this switch is a valuable addition to your toolkit.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch used for?

A Dorman 8 pin rocker switch is commonly used to control electrical devices in automotive
applications, such as lights, fans, or other accessories.

How do I identify the pins on a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch?

The pins are typically labeled on the back of the switch. You can refer to the wiring diagram or the
manufacturer's specifications for exact pin identification.

What tools do I need to wire a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch?

You will need wire strippers, crimping tools, electrical tape, and possibly a multimeter for testing
connections.

Can I use a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch for LED lights?

Yes, a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch can be used for LED lights, but ensure the switch is rated for the
electrical load of the LEDs.

Where can I find a wiring diagram for a Dorman 8 pin rocker
switch?

You can find wiring diagrams in the product packaging, on the Dorman website, or by searching
online automotive forums.

What is the typical voltage rating for a Dorman 8 pin rocker
switch?

Most Dorman 8 pin rocker switches are rated for 12V, but check the specifications for your specific
model to confirm.

How do I troubleshoot a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch that isn't
working?

Check the wiring connections for any loose or damaged wires, ensure the switch is receiving power,
and test the switch with a multimeter.

Are there any safety precautions to take when wiring a
Dorman 8 pin rocker switch?

Always disconnect the battery before wiring, use insulated tools, and make sure the switch is rated
for the electrical load to avoid overheating.



What are the common applications for a Dorman 8 pin rocker
switch?
Common applications include controlling automotive lighting, fans, auxiliary power, and other

electronic accessories.

Can a Dorman 8 pin rocker switch be used for 24V systems?

While some Dorman rocker switches may be rated for 24V systems, it's crucial to verify the
specifications of the specific switch you are using.
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