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Doom Patrol is a unique and groundbreaking comic book series that has captivated audiences since its inception.
Originally created by writer Arnold Drake and artist Bob Brown in 1963, the series has undergone numerous
transformations and reboots throughout its history. The most notable periods for the Doom Patrol came
between 1987 and 1995, particularly with the release of issues 63 to 73. This article will explore the
evolution of the Doom Patrol during this era, examining the key characters, themes, and the impact the series
had on the comic book landscape.

Background of Doom Patrol

The Doom Patrol was initially introduced as a group of misfits and outcasts, each possessing unique abilities
that often rendered them social pariahs. The original team included characters like Robotman, Elasti-Woman,
Negative Man, and Crazy Jane. Over the years, the series has been known for its exploration of themes such as
identity, acceptance, and the nature of heroism.

The 1987-1995 period marked a significant shift in the series, driven by new creative teams and a desire to
redefine the characters and their narratives.

The 1987 Revival

In 1987, the Doom Patrol was revived under the guidance of writer Grant Morrison and artist Richard Case.
This creative duo brought a fresh perspective that transformed the series into a more avant-garde and
psychologically complex narrative.

Grant Morrison's Influence

Grant Morrison is widely regarded as one of the most influential writers in comic book history. His work on the
Doom Patrol introduced several key elements that would define the series during this era:

1. Psychological Depth: Morrison's storytelling delved deep into the characters' psyches, exploring their
traumas and insecurities. This focus on mental health was groundbreaking for superhero comics at the time.

2. Non-linear Narratives: The series often employed non-linear storytelling techniques, challenging traditional
comic book structures and inviting readers to engage with the material in new ways.

3. Surrealism and Absurdism: Morrison infused elements of surrealism and absurdism into the narrative, creating
a bizarre and unpredictable world that mirrored the characters' own struggles.

Key Characters Introduced

During this period, several new characters were introduced, significantly enriching the Doom Patrol mythology:

- Crazy Jane: A woman with 64 distinct personalities, each with its unique superpower. Her character explored
themes of trauma and mental illness, resonating with readers on a personal level.

- Danny the Street: A sentient street that could transport people to various locations. Danny became a
symbol of inclusivity and acceptance, embodying the series' central themes.



- Flex Mentallo: A former hero with the ability to manipulate reality through muscle flexing. His character
often served as a meta-commentary on the nature of superhero narratives.

The 1990s Era: Issues 63 to 73

The period from issues 63 to 73, published between 1992 and 1994, is often considered a high point for the
series. This era saw the continuation of Morrison's innovative storytelling while introducing new elements and
characters.

Key Story Arcs

Several significant story arcs defined this period, each showcasing the series' unique blend of humor, horror,
and philosophical exploration:

1. The Painting That Ate Paris: This storyline revolves around a sentient painting that consumes everything in
its vicinity. The arc is a metaphor for the consuming nature of art and creativity, blurring the lines between
reality and imagination.

2. The Return of the Chief: This arc delves into the complicated relationship between the Doom Patrol and their
leader, Niles Caulder (the Chief). It explores themes of betrayal and the moral dilemmas faced by those in
positions of power.

3. The Weight of the World: In this storyline, the team faces their greatest challenge yet as they confront the
reality of their existence and the weight of their powers. The narrative pushes the characters to their limits,
forcing them to confront their identities and the consequences of their actions.

Thematic Exploration

Throughout this period, several themes emerged that resonated deeply with readers:

- Identity and Acceptance: The characters grappled with their identities, often feeling alienated from society.
The series encouraged readers to embrace their differences and find strength in their uniqueness.

- The Nature of Heroism: Doom Patrol challenged traditional notions of heroism, presenting flawed characters
who often acted out of self-interest or desperation. This nuanced portrayal added depth to the superhero
genre.

- Mental Health Awareness: By depicting characters with various mental health issues, the series fostered
discussions around mental illness, breaking stigmas and promoting understanding.

Impact on the Comic Book Landscape

The Doom Patrol's revival in the late 1980s and early 1990s had a lasting impact on the comic book
industry. Here are some key contributions:

Influence on Other Works

The innovative storytelling and character development found in Doom Patrol inspired a new wave of comic



book creators. Many writers and artists sought to replicate Morrison's success, leading to the emergence of
more introspective and character-driven narratives in superhero comics.

Legacy of the Characters

Characters like Crazy Jane and Danny the Street have continued to resonate with audiences, leading to their
inclusion in various adaptations, including animated series and television shows. The Doom Patrol has become a
symbol of inclusivity in the comic book world, promoting the idea that heroes come in all shapes and forms.

Conclusion

The period from 1987 to 1995, particularly issues 63 to 73, marked a transformative era for the Doom
Patrol. With the creative vision of Grant Morrison and the introduction of new characters and themes, the
series redefined what it meant to be a superhero comic. Through its exploration of identity, acceptance, and the
complexities of the human experience, Doom Patrol has left an indelible mark on the comic book landscape,
inspiring generations of readers and creators alike.

As we look back on this influential series, it’s clear that the Doom Patrol will continue to be a beacon for
those who feel like outsiders, inviting everyone to embrace their uniqueness and find their place in a world that
often feels alien.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Doom Patrol and when was it first published?

Doom Patrol is a superhero team created by writer Arnold Drake and artist Bob Brown, first appearing in
'Doom Patrol' 1 in 1963. The series was relaunched in 1987 with new characters and storylines.

Who were the main characters introduced in the 1987 Doom Patrol series?

The 1987 series introduced characters such as Robotman, Negative Man, Elasti-Woman, Crazy Jane, and the
Chief, expanding the team's unique dynamics and themes of acceptance.

How did the 1987 series differ from the original Doom Patrol?

The 1987 series took on a more surreal and psychological tone, focusing on character development and
personal struggles, while the original series had a more traditional superhero formula.

What themes are prevalent in the Doom Patrol comics from 1987 to 1995?

Themes of identity, disability, and societal rejection are prevalent, often exploring how the characters cope
with their abnormalities and the concept of 'outsiders' in society.

Who was the primary writer for the Doom Patrol series during the late
1980s and early 1990s?

Grant Morrison became the primary writer for the Doom Patrol series in 1989, bringing a distinct voice and
innovative storytelling techniques that shaped the series until 1995.



What notable storyline occurred in Doom Patrol during the 1990s?

One notable storyline was 'The Painting That Ate Paris,' which showcased the team's adventures in surreal
realms and highlighted Grant Morrison's imaginative storytelling.

How did the Doom Patrol series impact comic book storytelling?

Doom Patrol's 1987-1995 run is credited with influencing modern comic book storytelling by integrating
complex narratives, character-focused plots, and themes of existentialism and mental health.

What is the legacy of Doom Patrol from 1987 to 1995?

The legacy of Doom Patrol from this period includes its cult following and its influence on subsequent comic
book series and adaptations, as well as the establishment of a more inclusive representation of superheroes.
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