
dome of the rock dimensions

Dome of the Rock dimensions play a significant role in understanding this architectural marvel, which is one of
the most iconic structures in Jerusalem and holds profound religious importance for Islam, Judaism, and
Christianity. Located on the Temple Mount, the Dome of the Rock stands as a testament to both religious
devotion and architectural ingenuity. This article delves into the various dimensions of the Dome of the Rock,
exploring its size, shape, and the significance of these measurements in relation to its cultural and historical
context.

Historical Background

The Dome of the Rock was commissioned by the Umayyad Caliph Abd al-Malik and completed in 691 CE. It is one
of the oldest surviving examples of Islamic architecture and is situated on a site that is sacred to multiple
faiths. The rock at the center of the shrine is believed to be the spot from which Prophet Muhammad ascended to
heaven during the Night Journey, and it also holds significance in Jewish tradition as the location of the Holy of
Holies in the ancient Temple.

Architectural Features

The Dome of the Rock's design integrates various architectural styles, including Byzantine, Persian, and Islamic
elements. The building itself is octagonal, and its dimensions are meticulously calculated to create a
harmonious and stunning visual impact.

Overall Structure

- Shape: The Dome of the Rock has an octagonal base.
- Height: The structure reaches a height of approximately 35 meters (115 feet) from the ground to the apex of
the dome.
- Diameter of the Dome: The dome itself has a diameter of about 20 meters (66 feet).

Base Dimensions

- Length of Each Side: Each side of the octagonal base measures approximately 18.3 meters (60 feet).
- Total Area: The entire structure covers an area of about 1,000 square meters (10,764 square feet).

Interior Measurements

The interior of the Dome of the Rock is adorned with intricate mosaics and calligraphy, adding to its religious
significance and aesthetic beauty.

- Central Rock: The sacred rock at the center of the shrine measures approximately 5 meters (16 feet) in length
and 3 meters (10 feet) in width.
- Circumference of the Rock: The circumference of the rock is approximately 15.5 meters (51 feet).
- Height of the Rock: The rock rises about 0.5 meters (1.6 feet) above the surrounding floor level.



Significance of Dimensions

The dimensions of the Dome of the Rock are not merely technical specifications; they convey deeper meanings tied
to religious beliefs, architectural symbolism, and the cultural heritage of the region.

Symbolism of the Octagon

The octagonal shape of the Dome of the Rock is significant in several ways:

1. Connection to Sacred Geometry: The use of the octagon reflects a connection to sacred geometry, often
seen in religious architecture around the world. This shape is thought to represent the transition between the
earthly and the divine.
2. Symbol of the Universe: The eight sides can symbolize the universe, with the central rock representing the axis
mundi or the center of the world in various religious contexts.

Height and Visibility

The height of the Dome of the Rock allows it to be a prominent feature of the Jerusalem skyline. Its visibility
serves multiple purposes:

- Religious Significance: The height emphasizes its importance as a holy site, drawing pilgrims and visitors alike.
- Cultural Identity: For Muslims, the Dome of the Rock is a national symbol of Islamic heritage and identity,
particularly in the context of Jerusalem.

Construction Techniques

The construction of the Dome of the Rock utilized advanced techniques for its time, showcasing the skills of
the artisans and builders in the early Islamic period.

Materials Used

- Stone: The walls are primarily constructed from stone, including limestone and marble.
- Dome Covering: The dome is covered with gold, which was originally pure gold but has been restored in recent
years with a layer of gold leaf. This gives the dome its striking appearance and reflects sunlight beautifully.

Architectural Innovations

1. Structural Integrity: The use of an octagonal base allows for a stable structure that can support the
weight of the dome.
2. Mosaics and Calligraphy: The decoration includes intricate mosaics made from glass and gold, which are not
only aesthetically pleasing but also culturally significant, depicting religious motifs and verses from the
Quran.



Renovations and Maintenance

Over the years, the Dome of the Rock has undergone numerous renovations to preserve its structural integrity
and artistic features.

Major Renovations

1. 20th Century Restoration: In the early 20th century, significant restoration work was undertaken to
address the wear and tear caused by environmental factors.
2. Gold Dome Restoration: The dome was re-gilded in 1993, giving it a renewed brilliance that attracts
visitors from around the world.

Current Maintenance Practices

The ongoing maintenance of the Dome of the Rock involves:

- Regular cleaning of the mosaics to preserve their vibrancy.
- Structural assessments to ensure the safety and stability of the building.

Conclusion

The Dome of the Rock is not only an architectural masterpiece but also a symbol of faith, history, and
cultural identity. Its dimensions—ranging from the height of the dome to the octagonal base—play a crucial
role in its aesthetic and spiritual significance. Understanding the dimensions of the Dome of the Rock allows one
to appreciate its grandeur and the intricate symbolism embedded within its design. As we reflect on this iconic
structure, we recognize its enduring legacy and its place at the heart of Jerusalem’s rich tapestry of religious
and cultural history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the overall dimensions of the Dome of the Rock?

The Dome of the Rock has a diameter of approximately 20 meters (65 feet) and stands at about 34 meters
(112 feet) high.

How does the Dome of the Rock's dimensions compare to other significant
religious structures?

The Dome of the Rock is smaller in diameter compared to structures like St. Peter's Basilica, which is about 42
meters (138 feet) in diameter, but its height is comparable to many historical mosques.

What is the height of the Dome of the Rock from the base to the top of the
dome?

The height from the base of the structure to the top of the dome is approximately 34 meters (112 feet).



What is the significance of the octagonal shape of the Dome of the Rock?

The octagonal shape of the Dome of the Rock, measuring about 18 meters (60 feet) across each side, symbolizes
the intersection of the earthly and divine, reflecting the Islamic belief in the unity of God.

What is the area covered by the Dome of the Rock?

The Dome of the Rock covers an area of approximately 1,600 square meters (17,222 square feet).

How do the dimensions of the Dome of the Rock influence its architectural
style?

The proportions and dimensions of the Dome of the Rock contribute to its iconic and symmetrical architectural
style, which blends Byzantine and Islamic design elements.

Are there any specific measurements for the base of the Dome of the Rock?

The base of the Dome of the Rock is roughly 30 meters (98 feet) in diameter, providing a strong foundation for
the dome above.

What are the dimensions of the surrounding platform of the Dome of the
Rock?

The platform surrounding the Dome of the Rock, known as the Temple Mount, is approximately 14 acres (5.6
hectares) in size, making it one of the largest religious sites in the world.
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