
does your rental history follow you from state
to state
Does your rental history follow you from state to state? This is a question that many
prospective tenants ask when considering a move to a new location. Understanding how rental
history works is crucial for anyone looking to rent, especially if they are relocating to a different
state. Rental history can impact your ability to secure a lease, and being aware of how it is tracked
and shared across different jurisdictions is essential. In this article, we will explore what rental
history is, how it is collected, whether it follows you across state lines, and what you can do to
manage your rental history effectively.

Understanding Rental History

Rental history refers to the record of your previous rental agreements, including the length of time
you lived in each rental, payment history, and any issues that may have arisen during your tenancy.
This information is typically compiled into a report that landlords use to evaluate potential tenants. A
strong rental history can significantly improve your chances of securing a new rental, while a poor
history can hinder your options.

Components of Rental History

When landlords or property managers assess your rental history, they typically look for several key
components:

1. Payment History: Timely rent payments are crucial. A history of late payments or defaults can
raise red flags for future landlords.
2. Evictions: Any previous evictions will be recorded and can severely impact your chances of
renting in the future.
3. Duration of Tenancy: Stability is an attractive quality in a tenant. Longer tenancies can suggest
reliability.
4. References: Landlords often contact previous landlords to verify your behavior as a tenant.

How is Rental History Collected?

Rental history is collected by various sources, including:

- Landlords and Property Managers: When you apply for a rental, landlords may contact previous
landlords for references.
- Credit Bureaus: Some rental history is included in credit reports, especially if there are financial
issues (like evictions).
- Tenant Screening Services: Many landlords use tenant screening services that compile rental
histories from various databases.



Do Rental Histories Transfer Between States?

One of the key questions potential tenants have is whether their rental history follows them when
they move to a different state. The answer is nuanced.

1. Data Aggregation: While rental history is typically maintained by individual landlords and
property management companies, some tenant screening services operate nationally and may have
access to rental history from multiple states. Therefore, if you have a poor rental history, it could
potentially be reported regardless of your location.

2. State-Specific Laws: Each state has different laws regarding tenant rights and data sharing. In
some states, landlords may have more access to your rental history, while in others, privacy laws
may limit the information that can be shared.

3. Landlord Discretion: Ultimately, it comes down to the discretion of each landlord. Many landlords
will perform a background check that may include a national rental history check, while others may
focus solely on local records.

Challenges of Moving with a Rental History

Moving to a new state can present unique challenges, especially when it comes to your rental
history. Here are some common issues that tenants may face:

- Negative Records: If you have negative marks on your rental history, such as evictions or late
payments, these can follow you to your new location and hinder your ability to secure a new lease.
- Lack of Local References: If you're moving to a new state, you may not have local references
available, making it harder to prove your reliability as a tenant.
- Higher Screening Standards: Different areas may have different rental markets. In more
competitive housing markets, landlords may be more stringent in their screening processes, putting
those with a less-than-perfect rental history at a disadvantage.

How to Manage Your Rental History

If you are concerned about your rental history following you as you move, there are several
proactive steps you can take to manage your record effectively:

1. Check Your Rental History

Before you move, request a copy of your rental history report. This can help you identify any
inaccuracies or negative information that may impact your future rental applications. You can:

- Contact previous landlords for references.
- Utilize tenant screening services to obtain your report.



2. Address Negative Marks

If you find negative marks on your rental history report, consider taking the following steps:

- Communicate with Previous Landlords: If you had issues in the past, reach out to previous
landlords to see if they would be willing to provide a positive reference or amend any inaccuracies.
- Pay Off Debts: If you owe back rent or have any unresolved issues, addressing these can help clear
your rental history.

3. Build a New Rental History

Once you move, focus on building a positive rental history in your new location. This can include:

- Timely Payments: Always pay your rent on time to establish a solid payment record.
- Communicate with Your Landlord: Maintain open communication with your new landlord,
especially if issues arise.
- Stay Longer: Consider signing longer leases to demonstrate stability.

4. Get a Co-Signer or Guarantor

If you have a checkered rental history, having a co-signer or guarantor with a strong rental history
can help improve your chances of securing a lease.

5. Use Tenant Screening Services to Your Advantage

You can also use tenant screening services to provide a comprehensive overview of your rental
history, which may help landlords see the full picture rather than just negative marks.

Conclusion

In conclusion, your rental history can indeed follow you from state to state, depending on how it is
tracked and shared. Understanding the components of your rental history, how it is collected, and
the challenges you may face when moving can help you navigate the rental market more effectively.
By proactively managing your rental history and taking steps to build a positive record, you can
increase your chances of securing a rental, regardless of where you choose to live. Always be aware
of your rights as a tenant and consider your options carefully when relocating to a new state.

Frequently Asked Questions



Does my rental history affect my ability to rent in another
state?
Yes, landlords typically check rental history regardless of the state, so any past issues can affect
your chances of securing a new rental.

How do landlords verify rental history across state lines?
Landlords often use national tenant screening services that compile rental histories from various
states, allowing them to access your rental background regardless of location.

Can I dispute negative rental history information when moving
to a new state?
Yes, you can dispute inaccurate information on your rental history by contacting the tenant
screening company and providing evidence to support your claim.

Will my eviction record follow me if I move to a different
state?
Yes, eviction records can follow you across state lines, as many tenant screening services share this
information nationally.

Are there states where rental history is not checked?
While most states allow landlords to check rental history, some may have fewer regulations, but it's
still common practice to verify this information.

How can I improve my rental history before moving to a new
state?
You can improve your rental history by paying rent on time, maintaining good communication with
landlords, and resolving any past issues before applying for a new rental.
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