
does the army pay for law school
Does the army pay for law school? This question is increasingly relevant for
many aspiring legal professionals who are also considering a career in the
military. Understanding the various educational benefits available through
military service can help individuals make informed decisions about their
future. In this article, we will explore the different programs and options
available for those who wish to pursue a law degree while serving in the
Army, as well as the potential implications for their careers.

Understanding Military Educational Benefits

The U.S. Army offers several educational programs aimed at assisting soldiers
in advancing their education. These programs can be particularly beneficial
for those looking to attend law school. Here’s a breakdown of the primary
options available:

1. The GI Bill

The Post-9/11 GI Bill is one of the most significant educational benefits
available to veterans and active-duty service members. Key features include:

Tuition Coverage: Full tuition and fees for in-state public schools or a
capped amount for private or foreign schools.

Monthly Housing Allowance: A monthly stipend based on the location of
the school, which can help cover living expenses.

Books and Supplies Stipend: An annual stipend for books and supplies,
currently up to $1,000.

Eligible service members can use the GI Bill benefits for law school, as long
as they meet the necessary criteria. However, it’s essential to understand
how these benefits can be maximized.

2. The Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC)

Another pathway to law school for Army members is through the ROTC program.
This program allows students to attend college while completing military
training. After graduation, students can opt for a law degree, and the Army
may assist with tuition costs. Key points include:



Scholarships: ROTC offers various scholarships, which can cover tuition
and fees for law school.

Service Commitment: Participants typically incur a service commitment
after graduation, which can influence career choices post-law school.

Leadership Training: Students gain valuable leadership skills that can
be beneficial in both military and civilian law careers.

3. Direct Commission Program

The Army also offers a Direct Commission Program that allows qualified
individuals to become officers in the Judge Advocate General's (JAG) Corps,
which is the legal branch of the Army. This program is specifically designed
for those with professional legal degrees. Here’s how it works:

Eligibility: Candidates must have a Juris Doctor (JD) degree from an
ABA-accredited law school and must pass the bar exam in one of the U.S.
states.

Commissioning: Upon selection, candidates receive a direct commission as
a JAG officer and begin their service.

Benefits: JAG officers receive competitive salaries and benefits, and
they may also be eligible for additional student loan repayment
programs.

Financial Assistance Options for Law School

For those considering law school, it’s essential to explore all available
financial assistance options. The Army provides several programs that can
help alleviate the financial burdens of legal education.

1. Tuition Assistance Program

The Army’s Tuition Assistance (TA) program covers up to 100% of tuition and
fees for soldiers pursuing higher education, including law school. Here are
some details:



Eligibility: Active-duty soldiers, reservists, and National Guard
members may qualify for TA.

Funding Limits: The program typically covers up to $250 per credit hour,
with a maximum of $4,500 per fiscal year.

Application Process: Soldiers must apply for TA before the semester
starts, and the funds are paid directly to the educational institution.

2. Student Loan Repayment Programs

For those who already have student loans or are considering taking out loans
for law school, the Army offers student loan repayment programs that can
significantly reduce debt. Key aspects include:

Eligibility: Typically available to soldiers in certain career fields,
including JAG officers.

Repayment Amounts: The Army may repay up to $65,000 of qualifying
student loans, depending on the service commitment.

Application Requirements: Soldiers must meet specific criteria and
submit their loans for repayment consideration.

Career Considerations After Law School

Completing law school with the help of Army benefits can open up various
career paths. However, it’s crucial to consider how military service may
impact these choices.

1. JAG Corps Career

For those who become JAG officers, a legal career within the Army can be both
rewarding and challenging. Benefits of a JAG career include:

Variety of Legal Practice Areas: JAG officers handle a range of legal
issues, including criminal law, civil law, administrative law, and
international law.

Leadership Opportunities: JAG officers often take on leadership roles



within the military, providing valuable experience.

Veteran Benefits: Serving in JAG allows individuals to continue
receiving military benefits and potentially qualify for retirement after
a full career.

2. Transitioning to Civilian Law Practice

Many JAG officers transition to civilian legal practices after their military
service. This transition can enhance a lawyer's resume, as military
experience is often valued in various legal fields. Considerations for this
path include:

Networking Opportunities: Military service provides unique networking
opportunities that can be beneficial in civilian law.

Skills Transfer: Skills gained in the military, such as leadership and
discipline, are highly transferable to civilian law practice.

Specialization: Lawyers may choose to specialize in areas that align
with their military experience, such as veterans’ rights or military
law.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the question, does the army pay for law school?, is answered
with a resounding yes. Through various programs like the GI Bill, Tuition
Assistance, and the Direct Commission Program, the Army provides substantial
support for those seeking a legal education. Furthermore, the skills and
experiences gained during military service can significantly enhance a legal
career, whether within the JAG Corps or in civilian practice. For individuals
passionate about both law and service, pursuing a law degree while serving in
the Army can be a rewarding path.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does the Army offer financial assistance for law
school?
Yes, the Army provides financial assistance through programs like the Army's



Funded Legal Education Program (FLEP), which covers tuition and fees for
eligible active-duty soldiers attending law school.

What are the eligibility requirements for the Army's
Funded Legal Education Program?
To be eligible for FLEP, soldiers must be active-duty members, have completed
at least two years of service, and be selected based on their performance and
potential for future leadership roles.

How much of law school tuition does the Army cover?
The Army's FLEP typically covers full tuition for law school, along with a
monthly stipend for living expenses, up to a certain limit.

Can Army reservists also get funding for law school?
Yes, Army reservists may qualify for other programs like the Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC) scholarships or the Montgomery GI Bill, which can help
fund their law school education.

What is the commitment after law school if funded by
the Army?
Soldiers who receive funding through the FLEP are generally required to serve
in a legal capacity for a minimum of three years after graduating from law
school.

Are there any alternatives to FLEP for Army soldiers
interested in law school?
Yes, soldiers can also utilize the Post-9/11 GI Bill, which provides benefits
for tuition and fees, as well as a monthly housing allowance, depending on
their service time.

Is it possible to work while attending law school
funded by the Army?
While students in the FLEP program are primarily focused on their studies,
they may have limited opportunities to work part-time depending on the law
school’s schedule and requirements.

What types of law careers can Army-funded law
graduates pursue?
Graduates can pursue various legal careers, including military judge
advocates (JAG officers), civilian attorneys in government, or private



practice, depending on their interests and qualifications.

How competitive is the application process for the
Army's law school funding?
The application process for FLEP can be competitive, as it considers service
record, leadership potential, and academic performance, so candidates should
prepare thoroughly.

What should I do if I want to apply for Army-funded
law school assistance?
Interested soldiers should speak with their chain of command and the legal
office to understand the application process, gather required documentation,
and prepare for interviews.
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