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Doctrines of Salvation Complete Three Volume Work 3 in 1 Sermons & Writings
Joseph Fielding Smith is a profound exploration of the principles of salvation as
articulated by one of the most influential leaders in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Joseph Fielding Smith, who served as the 10th President of the Church, dedicated
much of his life to the study and teaching of gospel principles. His synthesis of doctrine,
teachings, and sermons in this comprehensive three-volume work provides invaluable
insights for both scholars and lay members of the faith. In this article, we will delve into the
significance of this work, its key themes, and its impact on Latter-day Saint theology.

Understanding the Doctrines of Salvation

To comprehend the significance of the Doctrines of Salvation Complete Three Volume
Work, it is essential to define what "doctrine" and "salvation" mean within the context of
Latter-day Saint beliefs.

What is Doctrine?

In the realm of theology, doctrine refers to a set of teachings or beliefs upheld by a
particular religious group. For members of the Church, doctrine encompasses teachings
from the scriptures, revelations, and the words of living prophets.

What is Salvation?

Salvation, in Latter-day Saint theology, encompasses the entire process of redemption from
sin and the eventual return to the presence of God. This process includes several stages:

1. Faith in Jesus Christ: Trusting in the Savior's atonement.
2. Repentance: Turning away from sin and seeking forgiveness.
3. Baptism: Entering into a covenant with God.
4. Receiving the Holy Ghost: Being guided and sanctified by the Spirit.
5. Enduring to the End: Persisting in faith and good works throughout life.

Overview of Joseph Fielding Smith's Work

Joseph Fielding Smith’s Doctrines of Salvation Complete Three Volume Work



compiles a wealth of knowledge, including sermons, writings, and doctrinal discussions that
encapsulate the essence of Latter-day Saint beliefs regarding salvation.

Structure of the Work

The work is structured into three volumes, each focusing on specific aspects of salvation:

1. Volume One: The Plan of Salvation
- Discusses the pre-mortal existence, the creation, and the purpose of life on earth.
- Explores the role of agency and the importance of the Atonement of Jesus Christ.

2. Volume Two: The Doctrine of Salvation
- Delves into the principles of repentance, faith, and the ordinances necessary for salvation.
- Examines the relationship between grace and works.

3. Volume Three: The Eternal Perspective
- Focuses on the concepts of exaltation and eternal life.
- Discusses the nature of God, the purpose of families, and the eternal progression of
individuals.

Key Themes in Doctrines of Salvation

The Doctrines of Salvation Complete Three Volume Work addresses several key
themes that are essential for understanding the principles of salvation in Latter-day Saint
theology.

The Atonement of Jesus Christ

One of the most critical doctrines emphasized in Smith's work is the Atonement of Jesus
Christ. Smith elucidates how Christ's sacrifice is central to salvation, offering redemption
from sin and the opportunity to return to God's presence.

- Importance of the Atonement: Smith explains that without the Atonement, no individual
could attain salvation.
- Role of Grace: He clarifies the relationship between grace and individual effort,
emphasizing that while grace is essential, one must also strive to obey God’s
commandments.

Faith and Repentance

Smith places significant emphasis on the principles of faith and repentance:

- Faith: True faith encompasses more than belief; it requires action and commitment to



follow Christ’s teachings.
- Repentance: This is a continual process, vital for spiritual growth and necessary for
forgiveness.

The Importance of Ordinances

In the context of Latter-day Saint theology, ordinances are sacred rites that are essential
for salvation. Smith discusses:

- Baptism: The covenant of baptism is a prerequisite for entering the kingdom of God.
- Confirmation: Receiving the Holy Ghost is crucial for guidance and sanctification.
- Temple Ordinances: Smith elaborates on the importance of temple work and covenants for
achieving exaltation.

The Impact of Joseph Fielding Smith’s Teachings

The teachings of Joseph Fielding Smith have had a lasting impact on the doctrine and
practices of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Influence on Church Doctrine

Smith’s writings have shaped the understanding of salvation among Latter-day Saints,
providing clarity on often misunderstood concepts such as:

- The relationship between faith and works: His teachings help members understand that
while grace is a gift, personal effort and obedience to God’s commandments are equally
important.
- Eternal families: Smith emphasized the significance of family in God’s plan, reinforcing the
belief that family relationships can extend beyond this life.

Educational Resource

The Doctrines of Salvation Complete Three Volume Work serves as a vital
educational resource for both members of the Church and those interested in Latter-day
Saint theology. It is often used in:

- Sunday School and Gospel Doctrine Classes: Many teachers rely on Smith’s insights to
help convey gospel principles effectively.
- Personal Study: Individuals seeking a deeper understanding of their faith often turn to
Smith's work for guidance.



Conclusion

The Doctrines of Salvation Complete Three Volume Work 3 in 1 Sermons &
Writings Joseph Fielding Smith is more than a mere compilation of sermons; it is a
comprehensive guide that encapsulates the core beliefs and doctrines of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints regarding salvation. Through his meticulous exploration of
key themes such as the Atonement, faith, repentance, and the importance of ordinances,
Smith provides an accessible and profound understanding of how individuals can achieve
salvation and eternal life. His work continues to inspire and educate, making it an essential
resource for anyone seeking to understand the principles of Latter-day Saint theology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in Joseph Fielding
Smith's 'Doctrines of Salvation'?
The main themes include the nature of God, the plan of salvation, the role of Jesus Christ,
and the importance of faith, repentance, and ordinances in achieving eternal life.

How does Joseph Fielding Smith's work address the
concept of grace in salvation?
Joseph Fielding Smith emphasizes that while grace is essential for salvation, individuals
must also demonstrate faith and obedience to receive the full benefits of that grace.

What unique perspectives does Smith offer on the
afterlife in 'Doctrines of Salvation'?
Smith provides insights into the various degrees of glory in the afterlife, discussing the
distinctions between the celestial, terrestrial, and telestial kingdoms, as well as the
importance of living a righteous life to attain the highest glory.

In what ways does Smith's work reflect his views on the
importance of revelation?
Smith strongly advocates for ongoing revelation through prophets and personal revelation,
asserting that understanding the doctrines of salvation requires divine guidance and
inspiration.

How does 'Doctrines of Salvation' address the
relationship between faith and works?
Smith argues that faith must be accompanied by works, asserting that true faith manifests
itself in obedience to God's commandments and participation in sacred ordinances.



What role does Joseph Fielding Smith attribute to
ordinances in the process of salvation?
Smith highlights the necessity of sacred ordinances, such as baptism and confirmation, as
essential steps in the process of salvation and essential for receiving the Holy Spirit.

How has 'Doctrines of Salvation' influenced
contemporary understanding of Latter-day Saint
theology?
The work remains a foundational text in Latter-day Saint theology, shaping the
understanding of salvation, eternal progression, and the nature of God, and continues to be
referenced in church teachings and discussions.
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