doctor who role playing game

Doctor Who Role Playing Game has captivated fans of the iconic British television series
for decades. The Doctor, an enigmatic Time Lord from the planet Gallifrey, travels through
time and space, encountering a myriad of aliens, historical figures, and thrilling
adventures. With its rich lore and diverse characters, the Doctor Who universe provides a
fertile ground for role-playing games (RPGs) that enable fans to immerse themselves in
their own stories within this beloved franchise. In this article, we will explore the history
of the Doctor Who RPG, its mechanics, character creation, gameplay tips, and the
community that supports it.

History of Doctor Who RPGs

The concept of role-playing games set in the Doctor Who universe dates back to the early
1980s. The first official RPG was published in 1985 by FASA Corporation, featuring a
complex system that allowed players to create their own Time Lords and embark on
adventures across time and space.

Over the years, several iterations and adaptations of the Doctor Who RPG have emerged,
including:

1. FASA Doctor Who RPG (1985): The original game that set the stage for future
adaptations, focusing on narrative-driven gameplay.

2. Doctor Who: Adventures in Time and Space (2009): A more recent version that
streamlined the rules and made the game more accessible to new players.

3. Doctor Who: The Roleplaying Game (2021): The latest edition, which focuses on a more
modern approach to RPG mechanics while maintaining the spirit of the series.

Each of these games has contributed to the evolution of the Doctor Who RPG, allowing
fans to explore new mechanics, narrative styles, and character options.

Game Mechanics

The mechanics of the Doctor Who Role Playing Game vary depending on the edition being
played, but several core concepts remain consistent across different versions. Here are
some key elements:

Dice Systems

Most Doctor Who RPGs utilize a dice system to determine the outcomes of actions.
Commonly used dice include:

- D6 (six-sided dice): Often used for skill checks and combat.



- D20 (twenty-sided dice): Used in some editions for more complex actions and events.

Players typically roll a combination of these dice to resolve challenges, with the results
modified by character attributes and skills.

Character Attributes

Characters in the Doctor Who RPG are defined by several attributes that represent their
abilities. Common attributes include:

- Strength: Physical power and resilience.
- Dexterity: Agility and coordination.
- Intelligence: Mental acuity and problem-solving skills.

- Awareness: Perception and intuition.

These attributes impact the success of actions taken by the characters, influencing
gameplay and storytelling.

Skills and Traits

In addition to attributes, characters have skills and traits that further define their
capabilities. Skills represent specific areas of expertise, such as:

- Combat Skills: Proficiency with weapons or unarmed fighting.
- Social Skills: Charisma, persuasion, and deception.

- Technical Skills: Knowledge of technology, engineering, and science.

Traits may provide bonuses or unique abilities, allowing for character customization and
differentiation.

Character Creation

Creating a character in the Doctor Who RPG is an exciting process that allows players to
immerse themselves in the universe. Here’s a step-by-step guide to character creation:

Step 1: Choose a Character Type

Players can choose from various character types, such as:

- Time Lord: A powerful being with the ability to regenerate and travel through time.
- Human Companion: A relatable character who accompanies the Doctor on adventures.
- Alien: A character from another planet or dimension with unique abilities.



Step 2: Define Attributes and Skills

Players assign points to their character’s attributes and select skills that reflect their
character’s background and personality. This step often includes:

1. Distributing points among attributes.

2. Choosing skills based on character type.
3. Considering traits that enhance abilities.

Step 3: Develop Background and Motivation

A well-rounded character has a compelling backstory. Players should consider:

- Origin: Where does the character come from?

- History: What significant events have shaped their life?

- Motivation: What drives the character to travel with the Doctor or embark on their own
adventures?

Gameplay Tips

Playing the Doctor Who RPG can be a thrilling experience, especially with a few helpful
tips:

Embrace Creativity

The Doctor Who universe is known for its creativity and imagination. Players should feel
free to think outside the box and develop unique solutions to problems. Whether it’s using
a sonic screwdriver in unexpected ways or devising clever plans to outsmart adversaries,
creativity is key.

Collaborate with Other Players

Role-playing is a collaborative experience. Engage with fellow players, share ideas, and
build upon each other’s narratives. This collective storytelling approach enhances the
overall gameplay experience and can lead to memorable moments.

Utilize the Lore

The Doctor Who universe is rich with lore, characters, and settings. Familiarizing yourself
with the series can enhance gameplay. Incorporating elements from the show—like iconic



monsters, historical figures, or locations—can make the adventure feel authentic and
exciting.

The Doctor Who RPG Community

The Doctor Who RPG community is vibrant and welcoming, filled with enthusiasts eager to
share their love for the series and the RPG. Here are some ways to connect with others:

Online Forums and Social Media

Numerous online platforms facilitate discussions about the Doctor Who RPG. Popular sites
include:

- Reddit: Subreddits dedicated to Doctor Who and tabletop RPGs can be great for sharing
experiences and finding players.

- Facebook Groups: Many groups are specifically focused on Doctor Who RPGs, where you
can find resources and engage with others.

Conventions and Events

Attending conventions dedicated to Doctor Who or gaming provides opportunities to meet
fellow fans and players. Look for:

- Panels and Workshops: Engage with experts and learn new gameplay techniques.
- Game Demos: Playtest new editions and experience different scenarios.

Homebrew Content

Many players create their own adventures, characters, and rulesets. Sharing homebrew
content can enrich the community and inspire other players. Consider:

- Writing adventures based on your favorite episodes.
- Creating new alien species or gadgets for characters to use.

Conclusion

The Doctor Who Role Playing Game offers fans an exciting opportunity to explore the vast
universe of one of television’s most beloved series. With a rich history, engaging
mechanics, and a supportive community, players can create memorable stories that reflect
their own imagination and creativity. Whether you're a seasoned RPG veteran or a
newcomer to role-playing, the Doctor Who RPG promises thrilling adventures through



time and space, allowing you to become part of a narrative that transcends the screen. So
gather your friends, pick your characters, and prepare for a journey filled with excitement,
mystery, and a touch of whimsy—after all, in the words of the Doctor, "All of time and
space, everywhere and anywhere, every star that ever was. Where do you want to start?"

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Doctor Who Role Playing Game?

The Doctor Who Role Playing Game is a tabletop RPG that allows players to create their
own characters and adventures in the Doctor Who universe, utilizing rules and mechanics
tailored to capture the show's themes of exploration, time travel, and moral dilemmas.

What systems are used in the Doctor Who Role Playing
Game?

The Doctor Who Role Playing Game typically uses the '2d6' system for resolving actions,
where players roll two six-sided dice and add relevant modifiers to determine the outcome
of their characters' actions.

Can players create their own Time Lords in the game?

Yes, players can create their own Time Lords as characters, complete with unique
backgrounds, abilities, and the option to regenerate, which is a key feature of the Doctor
Who lore.

What types of adventures can players expect in the
Doctor Who RPG?

Players can embark on a wide variety of adventures, including time travel missions, alien
encounters, and ethical dilemmas, all while trying to save civilizations or explore new
worlds.

Are official supplements available for the Doctor Who
RPG?

Yes, there are several official supplements available that expand on the game, including
additional character options, new alien species, and detailed settings based on various
eras of the Doctor Who series.

How often are new adventures or campaigns released
for the game?

New adventures and campaigns for the Doctor Who RPG are periodically released, often
coinciding with anniversaries or new seasons of the show, and are available in both print



and digital formats.

Is the Doctor Who RPG suitable for beginners?

Yes, the Doctor Who Role Playing Game is designed to be accessible to beginners, with
straightforward rules and a focus on storytelling, making it easy for new players to jump in
and enjoy the game.
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