
doctor who and the daleks

Doctor Who and the Daleks is one of the most iconic and enduring elements of British science fiction television.
Since its debut in 1963, "Doctor Who" has captivated audiences with its imaginative storytelling, complex
characters, and groundbreaking concepts. At the heart of this beloved series lies the Doctor, a Time Lord from
the planet Gallifrey who travels through time and space in the TARDIS, a time machine disguised as a British
police box. Among the numerous adversaries the Doctor faces, the Daleks stand out as one of the most
formidable and recognizable foes. This article delves into the history, characteristics, and cultural impact of
both "Doctor Who" and the Daleks, examining their evolution over the decades.

Origin of Doctor Who

"Doctor Who" first aired on November 23, 1963, on the BBC. The show was created by Sydney Newman, C. E.
Webber, and Donald Wilson, and it was designed to be a family-friendly program with educational elements. The
premise was simple yet revolutionary: the Doctor could travel to any point in time and space, allowing for a
variety of settings, historical figures, and futuristic concepts.

The first Doctor, portrayed by William Hartnell, was a mysterious figure with a complex moral compass. He
was often accompanied by human companions, which provided a relatable perspective for viewers. The show's
format allowed for endless storytelling possibilities, and it quickly gained a dedicated fan base.

The Doctor’s Regeneration

One of the most innovative aspects of "Doctor Who" is the concept of regeneration. When the Doctor is
mortally wounded or reaches the end of their lifespan, they can regenerate into a new form, allowing a new
actor to take on the role. This narrative device has enabled the show to evolve continuously while retaining
its core essence.

The regeneration process has introduced audiences to various interpretations of the Doctor, each with unique
traits and quirks. This aspect has been pivotal to the show's longevity, as it allows the series to adapt to
changing cultural contexts and audience preferences.

The Daleks: Creation and Introduction

The Daleks were created by writer Terry Nation and designer Raymond Cusick. They first appeared in the second
serial of "Doctor Who," titled "The Daleks," which aired in December 1963. The design of the Daleks was
inspired by various sources, including World War II military vehicles and the idea of a creature that was both
mechanical and organic.

Their introduction marked a significant turning point for the series, as the Daleks quickly became one of its most
popular and enduring villains.

Characteristics of the Daleks

The Daleks are characterized by several distinctive features:

- Appearance: The Daleks are typically depicted as armored, tank-like creatures with a spherical top and
eyestalk. Their design emphasizes their mechanical nature, with a casing that protects their vulnerable organic
components.



- Voice: The Dalek voice, originally performed by actor Nicholas Briggs, is iconic. The electronic modulation
gives the Daleks a cold, menacing tone that enhances their terrifying presence.
- Catchphrase: The Daleks are known for their relentless declaration, "Exterminate!" This phrase encapsulates
their primary motivation—total domination and annihilation of perceived inferior beings.

Dalek Lore

The Daleks originate from the planet Skaro, where they were created by the scientist Davros during a time of
war. The backstory of the Daleks is rich and complex, involving themes of prejudice, fear, and the consequences
of warfare. Davros engineered the Daleks to be a superior race, stripped of emotion and compassion, which led
to their worldview of exterminating all non-Dalek life forms.

Key aspects of Dalek lore include:

1. The Time War: The Daleks played a significant role in the Time War, a catastrophic conflict between the Time
Lords and the Daleks that shaped the universe of "Doctor Who." This event has been referenced in multiple
story arcs and remains a pivotal point in the series' mythology.
2. Competing Factions: Over the years, different factions of Daleks have emerged, each with unique traits or
ideologies. This includes the Imperial Daleks, who seek to conquer the universe, and the Renegade Daleks, who
often oppose the Imperials.
3. The Cult of Skaro: Introduced in the revived series, this group of Daleks was created to think outside the
box and develop new strategies against the Doctor. Their existence showcases the Daleks' adaptability and
evolution over time.

Impact on Pop Culture

The impact of "Doctor Who" and the Daleks on popular culture cannot be overstated. They have influenced a
wide range of media, from literature and film to video games and merchandise.

Merchandise and Spin-offs

- Toys and Collectibles: Dalek toys have been a staple of "Doctor Who" merchandise, appealing to children and
collectors alike. The Dalek's unique design makes it a popular choice for action figures and models.
- Spin-off Series: The Daleks have appeared in various spin-off media, including audio dramas, novels, and comic
books. They have also been featured in the spin-off series "Torchwood" and "The Sarah Jane Adventures."

Influence on Other Media

The Daleks have left an indelible mark on science fiction and pop culture. They have inspired numerous references
and parodies in various forms of media, including:

1. Television Shows: The Daleks have been parodied in series like "The Simpsons" and "Futurama."
2. Films: Elements from "Doctor Who" and the Daleks have influenced filmmakers, with nods appearing in various
science fiction films.
3. Literature: The Daleks have appeared in novels and graphic novels, further expanding their lore and cultural
significance.



The Daleks in Modern "Doctor Who"

With the revival of "Doctor Who" in 2005, the Daleks were reintroduced to a new generation of viewers. The
modern incarnation of the show has maintained many of the classic elements while also updating the Daleks for
contemporary audiences.

Key Episodes Featuring the Daleks

Several episodes in the revived series prominently feature the Daleks, often reimagining their role in the Doctor's
adventures:

- "Dalek" (Series 1, Episode 6): This episode reintroduces the Daleks in a powerful way, showcasing their
terrifying nature and the moral dilemmas they present.
- "The Stolen Earth" / "Journey's End" (Series 4, Episodes 12 and 13): This two-parter features an epic
showdown between the Doctor and the Daleks, culminating in a massive confrontation that showcases the
stakes of the Time War.
- "Asylum of the Daleks" (Series 7, Episode 1): This episode explores the inner workings of the Dalek race and
introduces the concept of the "Asylum," a place for insane Daleks.

Daleks in Current Continuity

The Daleks remain an integral part of the show's narrative, with each new series reexamining their motivations
and purpose. The interplay between the Doctor and the Daleks continues to serve as a vehicle for exploring
themes of morality, power, and the consequences of one's actions.

Conclusion

"Doctor Who and the Daleks" has become a cultural phenomenon that transcends generations. The Doctor's
encounters with the Daleks not only provide thrilling entertainment but also serve as a platform for profound
philosophical questions. As "Doctor Who" continues to evolve, the Daleks will undoubtedly remain a central
element of the show's legacy, representing both the best and worst of humanity's potential.

The enduring popularity of "Doctor Who" and the Daleks lies in their ability to resonate with audiences,
inviting reflection on the complexities of existence, the nature of good and evil, and the importance of
compassion in a universe often fraught with conflict. As new stories unfold, the Doctor's battle against the
Daleks will continue, ensuring that this iconic conflict remains a cornerstone of science fiction storytelling
for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Daleks in the Doctor Who universe?

The Daleks are a fictional extraterrestrial race of mutants, created by writer Terry Nation, and are one of
the Doctor's most iconic adversaries, characterized by their armored shells and catchphrase 'Exterminate!'

Who first encountered the Daleks in Doctor Who?

The First Doctor, played by William Hartnell, first encountered the Daleks in the serial 'The Daleks,' which



aired in 1963.

How have the Daleks evolved in the Doctor Who series over the years?

The Daleks have evolved in design, technology, and personality, with various iterations showcasing different
abilities and even emotional depth, especially in modern episodes.

What is the significance of the Daleks' battle with the Doctor?

The battles between the Doctor and the Daleks symbolize the ongoing struggle between good and evil, with the
Doctor representing hope and compassion, while the Daleks embody hatred and extermination.

Which Doctor had the most memorable encounters with the Daleks?

While many Doctors have faced the Daleks, the Tenth Doctor, portrayed by David Tennant, is often remembered
for his intense confrontations, particularly in episodes like 'Daleks in Manhattan' and 'The Stolen Earth.'

What are some key Dalek stories in the Doctor Who series?

Key Dalek stories include 'Genesis of the Daleks,' 'The Dalek Invasion of Earth,' 'Dalek,' and 'Asylum of the
Daleks,' each exploring different aspects of the Dalek's lore and impact on the universe.

How do the Daleks reflect societal issues in the real world?

The Daleks reflect societal issues such as prejudice, authoritarianism, and the dangers of dehumanization,
serving as a metaphor for real-world conflicts and moral dilemmas.

What notable technology do the Daleks possess?

Daleks are known for their advanced technology, including their ability to manipulate time, create force fields,
and their iconic anti-gravity capability which allows them to glide.

Why are the Daleks considered a cultural icon?

The Daleks are considered a cultural icon due to their distinctive design, memorable dialogue, and their role in
shaping the science fiction genre, becoming synonymous with the Doctor Who franchise.
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