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Do you talk funny? 7 comedy habits to become a better and funnier public speaker, David
Nihill, explores the art of humor in public speaking and how it can transform your presentations
into engaging and memorable experiences. Public speaking can often be a daunting task, but when
you infuse your presentation with humor, you can captivate your audience and convey your message
more effectively. In this article, we'll break down David Nihill's seven key comedy habits that can
help you become a more entertaining and effective public speaker.

Understanding the Importance of Humor in Public
Speaking

Before diving into the specific habits that can enhance your comedic skills as a public speaker, it's
important to understand why humor is so crucial. Humor serves several purposes in public speaking:

Engagement: A funny presentation can grab your audience's attention and keep them
engaged throughout your speech.

Connection: Humor helps create a bond between the speaker and the audience, making the
speaker more relatable.

Retention: People tend to remember humorous content better, leading to improved retention
of your key points.

Relief: Humor can ease anxiety for both the speaker and the audience, making the
environment more comfortable.

Now that we understand the importance of humor, let's explore the seven comedy habits that can
make you a better and funnier public speaker.

1. Embrace Your Uniqueness

Finding Your Comedic Voice

One of the first steps in becoming a funnier public speaker is to embrace your uniqueness. Everyone
has their own style of humor, and it's essential to find what works for you. Here are a few tips to



help you discover your comedic voice:

Self-Reflection: Consider what makes you laugh. Is it observational humor, puns, or
situational comedy? Reflecting on your preferences can help you identify your style.

Experimentation: Try out different types of humor in low-stakes settings, such as casual
conversations or small groups, to see what resonates with others.

Authenticity: Stick to your natural style instead of trying to mimic other comedians.
Authenticity is key to connecting with your audience.

2. Utilize Storytelling

The Power of Anecdotes

Storytelling is a powerful tool in public speaking, and when combined with humor, it can create a
memorable experience. Here's how to incorporate storytelling into your speeches:

Personal Stories: Share anecdotes from your own life that highlight your experiences and
include humorous elements.

Relatable Situations: Use stories that your audience can relate to, making them feel
included and engaged.

Structure: Ensure your stories have a clear setup, conflict, and resolution to keep the
audience invested.

3. Timing is Everything

Mastering the Pause

In comedy, timing can make or break a joke. The same goes for public speaking. Here are some tips
to improve your timing:

Pause for Effect: Use pauses to build anticipation before delivering a punchline or key point.



Observe Reactions: Pay attention to your audience's reactions and adjust your pacing
accordingly.

Practice: Rehearse your delivery to find the right rhythm and timing for your jokes.

4. Use Visual Aids Wisely

Enhancing Humor with Visuals

Visual aids can enhance your presentation and add a comedic element. Here’s how to use them
effectively:

Funny Images: Incorporate humorous images or memes that relate to your topic to keep the
mood light.

Engaging Slides: Use slides with minimal text and eye-catching visuals to maintain focus on
your delivery rather than reading from the screen.

Props: Consider using props to illustrate your points humorously.

5. Practice Active Listening

Connecting with Your Audience

Active listening can significantly enhance your comedic delivery. Here’s why it matters:

Audience Feedback: Pay attention to audience reactions and adjust your humor based on
their responses.

Incorporate Audience Participation: Engage with your audience by inviting them to share
their experiences or opinions, allowing for spontaneous humor.

Adaptation: Be flexible and ready to adapt your material based on the mood of the audience.



6. Learn from Comedians

Study the Masters

One of the best ways to improve your comedic skills is to learn from established comedians. Here
are some strategies:

Watch Stand-Up Comedy: Observe how comedians structure their sets, use timing, and
engage with the audience.

Read Books on Comedy: There are numerous resources available that delve into the
techniques used by successful comedians.

Attend Workshops: Consider taking improv or stand-up comedy classes to fine-tune your
skills in a supportive environment.

7. Embrace Failure

Learning from Mistakes

Finally, it’s essential to embrace the possibility of failure. Not every joke will land, and that’s okay.
Here’s how to manage failure constructively:

Stay Positive: Maintain a positive attitude even when a joke doesn’t resonate with your
audience.

Analyze: Reflect on what went wrong and learn from the experience to improve future
performances.

Keep Going: Don’t let a bad experience deter you. Comedy is often about trial and error, so
keep pushing forward.

Conclusion

Incorporating humor into your public speaking can significantly enhance your effectiveness as a
speaker. By following the seven comedy habits outlined by David Nihill—embracing your uniqueness,



utilizing storytelling, mastering timing, using visual aids wisely, practicing active listening, learning
from comedians, and embracing failure—you can become a better and funnier public speaker.
Remember, the goal is not just to make your audience laugh but also to connect with them and
deliver your message in a memorable way. So, do you talk funny? With practice and dedication, you
can certainly learn to!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in 'Do You Talk Funny' by
David Nihill?
The book focuses on the importance of humor in public speaking, exploring techniques comedians
use to engage audiences and how to incorporate these into effective presentations.

How can humor improve public speaking skills according to
David Nihill?
Humor can break the ice, create a connection with the audience, and make the speaker more
relatable, helping to maintain attention and enhance message retention.

What are some key comedy habits mentioned in 'Do You Talk
Funny'?
Nihill emphasizes habits such as storytelling, punchline timing, using callbacks, and practicing
improvisation to build a more engaging speaking style.

What is the significance of storytelling in public speaking as
per Nihill's teachings?
Storytelling is crucial because it allows speakers to convey messages in a memorable way, making
complex ideas easier to understand and more engaging for the audience.

Can anyone learn to be funnier in public speaking?
Yes, Nihill believes that with practice and the right techniques, anyone can develop their sense of
humor and improve their public speaking skills.

What role does practice play in becoming a better public
speaker according to 'Do You Talk Funny'?
Practice is essential; the more you rehearse your material and experiment with delivery, the better
your timing and overall performance will become.



How does David Nihill suggest handling mistakes during a
speech?
Nihill encourages embracing mistakes as opportunities for humor, suggesting that turning a slip-up
into a joke can endear the speaker to the audience.

What are 'callbacks' and why are they effective in public
speaking?
Callbacks are references to earlier jokes or points in a speech. They create continuity and can elicit
laughter by reminding the audience of a shared moment, enhancing engagement.

What is the importance of audience connection in public
speaking?
Building a connection with the audience fosters trust and relatability, making them more receptive
to the speaker's message and humor.

How does 'Do You Talk Funny' suggest overcoming
nervousness before speaking?
Nihill recommends using humor to ease anxiety, practicing relaxation techniques, and focusing on
the audience's enjoyment rather than self-criticism.
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