
do the math marilyn burns

Do the Math Marilyn Burns is a phrase synonymous with innovative mathematics education and a

profound understanding of how to engage students in learning math. Marilyn Burns, a prominent

educator, has dedicated her career to improving math instruction and fostering a love for mathematics

among both teachers and students. Through her workshops, books, and curriculum materials, she has

significantly influenced how math is taught in classrooms across the United States. This article

explores the philosophy, methods, and contributions of Marilyn Burns to the field of mathematics

education, as well as practical strategies for educators inspired by her work.

Marilyn Burns: A Pioneer in Mathematics Education

Marilyn Burns has built a legacy in mathematics education that emphasizes conceptual understanding

over rote memorization. Her approach is grounded in the belief that all students can learn mathematics

when it is presented in a meaningful and engaging way.

Early Life and Education

Marilyn Burns was born in 1939 and grew up in a time when mathematics education was often rigid

and focused more on memorization than understanding. She pursued her education at the University

of California, Berkeley, where she earned a degree in mathematics. Her early experiences as a

student led her to recognize the shortcomings of traditional math instruction, thus inspiring her future

work.



Career and Contributions

Burns began her teaching career in the 1970s, quickly realizing that her students struggled with math

concepts due to traditional teaching methods. Over the years, she developed her unique approach,

which includes:

1. Hands-on Learning: Encouraging students to engage with math through manipulatives and real-

world problems.

2. Problem Solving: Fostering critical thinking by presenting students with complex, open-ended

problems rather than simple drills.

3. Collaborative Learning: Promoting group work where students can discuss and explore

mathematical concepts together.

4. Reflective Practice: Encouraging teachers to reflect on their teaching practices and adjust based on

student needs.

Key Philosophies of Marilyn Burns' Approach

Marilyn Burns' teaching philosophies are foundational to her success as an educator. Here are some

of the key elements of her approach:

1. Understanding Over Memorization

Burns advocates for teaching math in a way that prioritizes understanding over rote memorization. She

believes that when students grasp fundamental concepts, they can apply them to various problems

and scenarios. This understanding is crucial for long-term retention and the ability to tackle more

complex math in the future.



2. Real-World Applications

One of Burns' significant contributions to math education is her emphasis on real-world applications of

math. She encourages teachers to present math problems that relate to students' lives, making the

subject more relevant and engaging. For example, using scenarios involving budgeting, cooking, or

planning a trip can help students see the practicality of mathematics.

3. Encouraging Mathematical Conversations

Burns believes that dialogue around mathematics can enhance understanding. By encouraging

students to discuss their thought processes and reasoning, teachers can help them articulate their

understanding and confront any misconceptions. This approach also fosters a classroom culture where

students feel safe to express their ideas and ask questions.

4. Differentiated Instruction

Recognizing that students have diverse learning styles and paces, Burns emphasizes the importance

of differentiated instruction. Teachers should provide a range of activities and problems that cater to

varying levels of understanding. This flexibility allows all students to engage with the material and find

success in their learning.

Practical Strategies for Educators Inspired by Marilyn Burns

Educators looking to implement Marilyn Burns' methods in their classrooms can consider the following

strategies:



1. Use of Manipulatives

- Incorporate physical objects like blocks, counters, or measuring tools to help students visualize

mathematical concepts.

- Encourage students to create their manipulatives, which can deepen their understanding through

construction and manipulation.

2. Implement Problem-Based Learning

- Design lessons around a central problem that students must solve collaboratively.

- Allow students to explore different strategies for solving the problem, prompting discussions on the

merits of each approach.

3. Foster Group Work and Collaboration

- Organize students into small groups to work on math tasks, promoting peer-to-peer learning.

- Assign roles within groups (e.g., recorder, presenter) to ensure all students are engaged and

participating.

4. Create a Classroom Culture of Risk-Taking

- Encourage students to take risks and make mistakes as part of the learning process.

- Celebrate effort and creativity in problem-solving, rather than just correct answers.



Marilyn Burns' Publications and Resources

Marilyn Burns has authored numerous books and resources for educators looking to enhance their

math teaching. Some notable works include:

1. “About Teaching Mathematics”: A comprehensive guide providing strategies and insights for

effective math instruction.

2. “Math and Literature”: A resource that integrates literature with math concepts, offering ideas for

cross-curricular teaching.

3. “The I Hate Mathematics! Book”: Aimed at younger students, this book addresses common

misconceptions about math in a humorous and engaging way.

Additionally, Burns has developed a range of curriculum materials and online resources that offer

practical activities and lesson plans for teachers at all grade levels.

The Impact of Marilyn Burns on Mathematics Education

The influence of Marilyn Burns on mathematics education cannot be overstated. Her methods have

transformed how math is taught, making it more accessible and enjoyable for students. By prioritizing

understanding, real-world applications, and collaborative learning, Burns has helped educators foster a

positive attitude toward math among students who may have previously struggled with the subject.

Long-Term Effects

- Empowered Educators: Teachers who adopt Burns' methods often report feeling more confident in

their ability to teach math effectively, leading to improved student outcomes.

- Increased Student Engagement: By creating a more engaging and relevant math curriculum, many

educators find that students are more excited about learning math and more willing to participate in



class discussions.

Conclusion

In summary, Do the Math Marilyn Burns represents a philosophy and approach that has reshaped

mathematics education for many teachers and students. Through her innovative strategies and

unwavering commitment to fostering a love for math, Burns has left an indelible mark on the field. By

embracing her methods, educators can create a more inclusive and engaging learning environment,

helping all students succeed in mathematics and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Marilyn Burns in the context of mathematics education?

Marilyn Burns is a prominent mathematics educator and author known for her work in developing

effective teaching strategies and materials for teaching math to children, particularly in elementary

education.

What is the focus of the 'Do the Math' program created by Marilyn

Burns?

'Do the Math' is a program designed to help students develop a deep understanding of mathematical

concepts through hands-on, engaging activities that promote problem-solving and critical thinking skills.

How does Marilyn Burns approach teaching mathematics to young

learners?

Marilyn Burns emphasizes the importance of understanding mathematical concepts rather than just

memorizing procedures. She advocates for using real-world problems and manipulatives to make math



relatable and engaging for students.

What resources are available from Marilyn Burns for teachers looking

to improve their math instruction?

Marilyn Burns offers a variety of resources including books, instructional materials, and professional

development workshops that focus on effective math teaching strategies and fostering a positive math

culture in classrooms.

Why is Marilyn Burns considered a leader in mathematics education?

Marilyn Burns is considered a leader in mathematics education due to her innovative teaching

methods, her ability to inspire both teachers and students, and her extensive contributions to

curriculum development in elementary mathematics.
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