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Blood Hunter Guide: The Blood Hunter class in Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) offers
a unique and thrilling experience for players seeking to delve into the
darker aspects of the game. Created by Matthew Mercer, the Blood Hunter
blends martial prowess with arcane abilities, allowing players to wield blood
magic and harness the power of their own life force in combat. This guide
will provide an in-depth look at the Blood Hunter class, covering its
mechanics, subclasses, abilities, and tips for effective gameplay.

Understanding the Blood Hunter Class

The Blood Hunter class stands apart from traditional classes in D&D, focusing
on a combination of combat skills and blood magic. Blood Hunters are often
seen as anti-heroes, forging their own paths and dealing with the
consequences of their powers. As a Blood Hunter, players can expect to engage
in versatile gameplay, mixing melee attacks with spells and unique abilities.

Key Features of the Blood Hunter Class

Before diving into subclasses and abilities, it’s essential to understand the
fundamental features of the Blood Hunter class:

1. Hit Points: Blood Hunters have a hit die of d10, providing them with a
good amount of durability in battle.
2. Proficiencies: They are proficient in light and medium armor, as well as
martial weapons, making them effective combatants.
3. Saving Throws: Blood Hunters have proficiency in Strength and Wisdom
saving throws, allowing them to resist physical and mental effects.
4. Skills: Players can choose from a diverse set of skills, such as
Athletics, Perception, and Survival, to tailor their character’s abilities.

Subclasses: The Order of the Blood Hunter

Blood Hunters can choose from several subclasses, known as Orders, which
shape their abilities and playstyle. Each Order has its unique flavor and
mechanics, allowing players to customize their experience.

Order of the Ghostslayer

The Order of the Ghostslayer focuses on combating undead creatures and



otherworldly entities. Key features include:

- Blood Curses: Unique abilities that allow Blood Hunters to manipulate their
own blood to create various effects, such as weakening enemies or providing
advantages in combat.
- Ghostslayer’s Rite: This allows the Blood Hunter to enhance their weapon
attacks, dealing additional damage to undead creatures.

Order of the Lycan

The Order of the Lycan embraces the primal aspects of transformation. Members
of this Order can take on lycanthropic traits, boosting their combat
abilities. Notable features include:

- Lycanthropic Transformation: This ability allows the Blood Hunter to
transform into a hybrid beast form, gaining improved physical attributes and
abilities.
- Blood Curses: Similar to the Ghostslayer, but focused on enhancing physical
attacks and survivability during transformations.

Order of the Profane Soul

The Order of the Profane Soul merges blood magic with dark powers, allowing
the Blood Hunter to harness a connection to otherworldly beings. Key aspects
include:

- Blood Magic: This subclass allows access to spells from the Warlock spell
list, offering a range of powerful options.
- Profane Soul’s Rite: Similar to the other Orders, but allows for spell
enhancements and unique spellcasting mechanics.

Blood Hunter Abilities and Features

A Blood Hunter’s abilities revolve around their unique mechanics and
playstyle. Below are some of the most important features to consider:

Blood Maledict

Blood Maledict allows Blood Hunters to use their own hit points to activate
Blood Curses, providing various effects. Some popular curses include:

- Blood Curse of the Fallen Puppet: Forces a creature to become
incapacitated.



- Blood Curse of the Marked: Increases damage dealt to the target.

Crimson Rite

Crimson Rite enables Blood Hunters to imbue their weapons with elemental
energy, allowing for enhanced damage. Players can choose from various
elemental types, such as fire, cold, or lightning, tailoring their attacks to
exploit enemy weaknesses.

Rite of the Dawn

This feature allows Blood Hunters to gain resistance to necrotic damage and
enhances their attacks against undead creatures, making it a crucial ability
for combatting foes from the Shadowfell or similar realms.

Tips for Playing a Blood Hunter

Now that you have a solid understanding of the Blood Hunter class and its
abilities, here are some tips to optimize your gameplay experience:

1. Understand Your Role

Blood Hunters can serve as both front-line combatants and spellcasters.
Determine your preferred playstyle early on to maximize your effectiveness in
combat. If you enjoy dealing damage, focus on melee attacks and enhancing
your weapon with Crimson Rite. If you prefer a more versatile approach,
consider integrating spells and Blood Curses into your strategy.

2. Manage Your Hit Points Wisely

Blood Maledict and Crimson Rite require sacrificing hit points for enhanced
abilities. It’s crucial to manage your health carefully, ensuring you don’t
put yourself in a vulnerable position. Always keep an eye on your hit points,
especially before engaging in dangerous encounters.

3. Coordinate with Your Party

As a Blood Hunter, you can fill various roles in a party. Work closely with
your teammates to create synergy between your abilities and theirs. For



example, combining your Blood Curses with a spellcaster’s crowd control can
lead to devastating effects against enemies.

4. Choose Your Equipment Carefully

The Blood Hunter’s effectiveness relies heavily on their choice of weapons
and armor. Investing in magical items, particularly those that enhance your
weapon damage or provide additional resistances, can significantly impact
your performance in combat.

5. Embrace the Dark Lore

Blood Hunters often have rich backstories involving tragedy, loss, and the
pursuit of vengeance. Embrace the role-playing opportunities presented by
this class. Engage with your DM to create compelling narratives that enhance
your gameplay experience and deepen your character’s motivations.

Conclusion

The Blood Hunter class offers a unique blend of martial prowess and dark
magic, providing players with a thrilling experience in the world of Dungeons
& Dragons. With its versatile gameplay, rich lore, and powerful abilities,
the Blood Hunter is an excellent choice for those seeking to explore the
darker side of heroism. Whether you choose the Order of the Ghostslayer,
Lycan, or Profane Soul, you'll find plenty of opportunities for creative
storytelling and strategic combat. So gather your party, sharpen your
weapons, and prepare to embrace the blood magic that awaits you!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Blood Hunter in Dungeons & Dragons?
A Blood Hunter is a class created by Matthew Mercer that combines martial
prowess with blood magic, allowing characters to harness their own life force
to fuel powerful abilities.

What subclasses are available for Blood Hunters?
Blood Hunters have several subclasses, including the Order of the
Ghostslayer, Order of the Lycan, Order of the Profane Soul, and Order of the
Mutant, each offering unique abilities and features.



How does the Blood Curse feature work?
Blood Curses are special abilities that Blood Hunters can invoke by expending
their Crimson Rite features, allowing them to impose various effects on
enemies or alter their own abilities for a tactical advantage.

What is the significance of Crimson Rites in the
Blood Hunter class?
Crimson Rites allow Blood Hunters to imbue their weapons with elemental
damage by taking damage themselves, enhancing their offensive capabilities
while adding a layer of risk.

How do Blood Hunters gain their powers?
Blood Hunters gain their powers through a ritual that binds them to the magic
of their blood, often involving a personal sacrifice or connection to a dark
entity, which influences their abilities.

Can Blood Hunters use armor effectively?
Yes, Blood Hunters are proficient with medium armor and shields, allowing
them to maintain a balance between defense and mobility while engaging in
combat.

What role does the Blood Hunter typically play in a
party?
Blood Hunters often serve as frontline combatants and damage dealers,
utilizing their unique abilities to control the battlefield and hunt down
supernatural threats.

How does the Blood Hunter's level progression work?
Blood Hunters progress in levels similarly to other classes, gaining new
features, abilities, and spell slots at specific levels, while also
increasing their hit points and proficiency bonuses.

What are some recommended feats for Blood Hunters?
Recommended feats for Blood Hunters include Great Weapon Master,
Sharpshooter, and Mobile, which can enhance their combat effectiveness and
playstyle.

What are some common strategies for playing a Blood
Hunter?
Common strategies include using Crimson Rites to maximize damage output,



strategically applying Blood Curses to hinder foes, and leveraging the
subclass features to adapt to different combat situations.
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